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DIRECTED BY

COURTNEY O'CONNOR®

Scenic Design, Shelley Barish
Costume Design, Rachel Padula-Shufelt
Lighting Design, Deb Sullivan**

Sound Designer, Andrew Duncan Will
Props Artisan, Lauren Corcuera
Production Stage Manager, Nerys Powell*
Assistant Stage Manager, Lucas Bryce Dixon*

FEATURING
Thomika Marie Bridwell*, Amanda Collins*, Josephine Moshiri Elwood*,
Dan Garcia, Jesse Garlick, De'Lon Grant*, John Kuntz*, Jacob Thomas Less,
Will McGarrahan*, Robert Najarian*, Darren Paul, Kathy St. George*
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4 OURTOWN

FROM THE PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Dear friends,

[ truly mean it when | say — how are we already here? Honestly,
it feels like just yesterday | was writing the welcome note for our
beautiful production of Hello, Dolly!, and now here | am, wrapped in
a sweater and welcoming you to the start of our 2025/26 season.

It also feels like just yesterday | was 17 years old, reading Our Town
¢ for the first time for my senior year English class.

Time is tricky like that. It bends and twists and comes round again. And as the hands of
the clock move ever forward, | find myself filled with wonderment at how it plays with
us. Because when | was reading the play for the first time, | remember clearly thinking
to myself, “this is a huge barbaric yawp” (sorry, Dead Poets Society was very big) — and
that | was too young to appreciate it. Honestly, it felt like my future self was begging me
to wait, promising me that time would grant me a better understanding than | could
comprehend was even possible.

Because the truth is, | was the me | am now even then. Each of us carries so much of
who we were, who we are, and who we are yet-to-be at all times. In truth, | still feel like
that 17-year-old girl, sitting in her classroom, waiting and wanting to understand the
world around her and to see what her life would become. Because | am still her. And
simultaneously, | look at my hands and the wrinkles they fast are acquiring, and | see
the hands of my grandmother — and know where I'm heading.

There’s a beauty and a sorrow in giving over to time — in accepting there will never be
as much as we would like and yet still fighting ourselves to slow down and appreciate

it. With a kind truthfulness deeply native to New Englanders, Our Town pushes, prods,
and asks us to keep fighting that fight. Deep down, we know that time is one of if not the
most precious gift we are given. Thank you for sharing some of your time with us.

All my best,

Courtney O’Connor,
Producing Artistic Director

YIAMYH F1IN HONNOD.O AINLINOD
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CAST
Thomika Marie Bridwell* Mrs. Gibb
Amanda Collins* Mrs. Webb
Josephine Moshiri Elwood* Emily Webb
Dan Garcia George Gibbs
Jesse Garlick. ... Howie Newsome/Joe Stoddard/Mr. Carter/Man From Among the Dead Man
De’Lon Grant* Editor Webb
John Kuntz* Professor Willard/Simon Stimson
Jacob Thomas Less Joe Crowell, Jr./Si Crowell/Sam Craig
Will McGarrahan* Stage Manager
Robert Najarian* Doc Gibbs
Darren Paul Constable Warren/Wally
Kathy St. George*.................. Rebecca/Mrs. Soames/Woman in Balcony/Woman From Among the Dead

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

INTERMISSION

One 15-minute intermission between Act | and Act II.

LIPS |.YR|C|

| STAGE

and all the.inside info

y S
by joining our email list!
Sign up today!

Aimee Doherty and cast in Hello, Dolly! (2025)
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* Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

Thomika Marie Bridwell* (Mrs. Gibbs)
- Lyric Stage: Crumbs from the Table
of Joy. Gloucester Stage Company: The
Garbologist. Actors’ Shakespeare Project:
AMidsummer Night’s Dream. The Alliance
Theater/The Huntington/Front Porch Arts
Collective: Fat Ham. The Huntington: Joy and Pandemic.
Front Porch Arts Collective/The Huntington: K-I-S-S-I-N-G.
Front Porch Arts Collective: Chicken and Biscuits. Regional:
Plays In Place: A Light Under the Dome. Hanover Theater: A
Christmas Carol. SpeakEasy Stage Company: BLKS. Boston
Theater Company:A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Company
One/ART: Miss You Like Hell. Praxis Stage: Coriolanus and
For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When
the Rainbow Is Enuf. Thomika is Elliot Norton Award-
nominated and a member of the 2023 Class of The British
American Dramatic Academy MIO Program. Instagram:
@Thomika_Marie_Bridwell | Facebook: ThomikaBridwell

Amanda Collins* (Mrs. Webb) - Lyric
Stage: The Thanksgiving Play. Boston: Lyric
Stage, The Huntington, Merrimack Reper-
tory Theatre, Commonwealth Shakespeare
Company, Boston Playwrights’ Theatre,
Gloucester Stage, Wheelock Family The-
ater, Central Square Theatre, Plays In Place, Cape Rep,
Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theater. Regional: The Outfit (NYC)
and American Stage in Florida. She was afounding member
of Harbor Stage Company and won an Elliot Norton Award
for her performance in Merrimack Rep’s Miss Bennet:
Christmas at Pemberley. Television: Olive Kitteridge, Castle
Rock, Boston’s Finest. Film: Sea of Trees. Amandais a proud
member of Actors’ Equity and SAG-AFTRA.

Josephine Moshiri Elwood* (Emily Webb)
— Lyric Stage: Debut. Trinity Repertory Com-
pany: Someone Will Remember Us (Nadje,
Wafaa). Actors’ Shakespeare Project: Emma
(Emma), Othello (Desdemona), God’s Ear
(Lanie). Gloucester Stage: Wish You Were
Here (Salme). The Huntington/SpeakEasy Stage Company:
The Band’s Visit (Julia). The Huntington: Prayer for the French
Republic(u/s Elodie, u/s Molly). SpeakEasy Stage Company:
English (Elham), People, Places, & Things (Charlotte), Hand
to God (Jessica), The Whale (Ellie). Central Square Theater:
Vanity Fair (Becky Sharp). Greater Boston Stage Company:
Onegin (Olga), Gabriel (Lily). Commonwealth Shakespeare:
0ld Money (Caroline/Mary). Walking the dog Theatre: The
Cherry Orchard (Anya), Long Ago and Far Away (various).
Film: The Immigrant. Television: Nos4A2. Josephine holds
aBFA in Acting from Emerson College.
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Dan Garcia (George Gibbs) - Lyric Stage:
Noises Off (Tim Allgood), Ken Ludwig’s The
Game’s Afoot (Simon Bright), The Play That
Goes Wrong (Jonathan). Actor’s Shake-
speare Project: AMidsummer Night's Dream
(Oberon). Moonbox Productions: The House
ofRamon Iglesia (Julio Iglesia). The Gamm Theatre: Describe
the Night (Feliks),A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Philostrate/
Cobweb),ALie Agreed Upon (Townsperson). Boston Theatre
Marathon XXV: Tommy and Mary Spell Canajoharie (Tommy).
Dan s a proud alumnus of The Gamm Theatre’s fellowship
program. Special thanks and all my love to Elizabeth for all
of the endless support!

Jesse Garlick (Joe Stoddard/Howie New-
some/Mr. Carter/Man From Among the
Dead) - Lyric Debut. New York: Potomac
Theater Project: Good. Ars Nova: Who
Would Be King. International: Assembly.
Festival: Yellow Bird Chase. Regional:
The Huntington/SpeakEasy Stage Company: The Band’s
Visit (Papi). Central Square Theatre: A Christmas Carol
(Bob Cratchit), Journey to the West (Tripitaka), Arcadia
(Captain Brice). New Repertory Theater: Good (Doctor),
Assassins (Ensemble). Liars and Believers: Yellow Bird
Chase (CapCap), A Story Beyond (Slava), Who Would Be
King (Jonny) Don’t Open This (Rogue). Brown Box Theater
Project: Hamlet (Hamlet), As You Like It (Jaques). Jesse is
the Education Director of Liars and Believers in addition
to being afaculty member with the Boston Ballet School.
MFA: ASDS. BFA: BU.

De’Lon Grant* (Mr. Webb) - Lyric Stage:
Big River, Superior Donuts, 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee. Broadway:
Come From Away. National Tours: Jersey
Boys. Regional: Gloucester Stage: The
Glass Menagerie. Actors’ Shakespeare
Project: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Troilus and Cres-
sida, Cymbeline. SpeakEasy Stage Company: Ain’t No Mo,
Pru Payne, A Strange Loop, A Case for the Existence of
God, The Scottsboro Boys. The Huntington/Studio Theatre:
Invisible Man. New Jersey Repertory Theatre: Welcome
to Matteson. The Wit Theatre: Douglass. Arkansas Shake-
speare Theatre: Big River, Richard IIl. New Repertory
Theatre: And World Goes Round, Passing Strange, Dessa
Rose. Central Square Theatre: Harriet Jacobs. Film: Come
From Away, Apart, Ghost Light, Surrogates. De’Lon hosts
the podcast Lemme Fix It! and is an Assistant Professor
of Theatre at The Boston Conservatory. Instagram:
@thedelondotcom
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John Kuntz* (Professor Willard/Simon
| Stimson) - Lyric Stage: ART (Marc), The
| Baltimore Waltz (Carl), Never the Sinner
(Nathan Leopold), The Comedy of Errors
(Antifolus of Ephesus), Fully Committed
" (40 Roles), The Mystery of Irma Vep (Jane,
et al). ART: Copenhagen (Heisenberg), The Lily’s Revenge
(The Poppy), The Communist Dracula Pageant (Minister
of Defense, et al). The Huntington: The Hotel Nepenthe
(The Groom, et al), Betty’s Summer Vacation (Voice #1).
Commonwealth Shakespeare Company: As You Like It
(Touchstone), Twelfth Night (Sir Andrew), Henry V (Fluel-
len), Hamlet (Guildenstern/Osric), The Tempest (Trinculo),
Macbeth (The Porter) and others. SpeakEasy Stage Company:
The Prom (Barry), People, Places & Things (Paul/Dad), The
Whale (Charlie) among others. Central Square Theatre:
Frankenstein (Victor), The Caretaker (Aston), Hysteria
(Salvador Dali) among others. Director: Blasted (Off the
Grid Theatre Co). John is the author of 15 full length plays
including The Hotel Nepenthe, The Salt Girl and Necessary
Monsters. He is the recipient of five Elliot Norton Awards and
is a Professor at the Boston Conservatory at Berklee and a
Lecturer in Theatre, Dance & Media at Harvard University.

actors’
shakespeare
project

i
WWILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
ORETED )Y CHRISTOPHER V. EDWARDS

0CT 2-26

Mosesian Center for the Arts
321 Arsenal St
Watertown, MA 02472

www.ActorsShakespeareProject.org

* Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

Jacob Thomas Less (Joe Crowell, Jr/Si
Crowell/Sam Craig) — Lyric Stage: Assas-
sins (John Hinckley Jr.); Sullivan Rep: Steel
Pier (Happy McGuire), A Little Night Music
(Henrik Egerman), Hairspray (Fender/
Swing); Umbrella Stage Company: The Full
Monty (Ethan Girard) Greater Boston Stage Company: All is
Calm (u/s Ensemble);Moonbox Productions: Glory (Ensemble).
Jacobisthrilled to be back atLyric Stage, performing with this
all-starcast! Big shoutouttotheirfriends and family for being
an incredible support system. Keep showing up for the arts
and supporting your local theater community.

Will McGarrahan* (Stage Manager) -
Lyric Stage: Preludes, The Book of Will,
Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient
Express, The Little Foxes, Souvenir, Light Up
the Sky, Into the Woods, Company, Death of
aSalesman, The Temperamentals. Speak-
Easy Stage Company: A Man of No Importance, The View
Upstairs, Casa Valentina, Next Fall, The Drowsy Chaperone,
Five by Tenn, Elegies: A Song Cycle, A New Brain. Greater
Boston Stage: Founding F%#lers, Being Earnest, Mame.
New Repertory Theatre: The Normal Heart. The Huntington:

THEUMBRELLA

ARTS CENTER

COUNTER

SEP 28-NOV 9

PREVIEWS: SEP 26 & 27

l

AN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
BY MEGHAN KENNEDY | DIRECTED BY ALEX LONATI

40 STOW ST CONCORD, MA | THEUMBRELLAARTS.ORG




* Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

ARaisin in the Sun. Wheelock Family Theater: A Year with
Frog and Toad. Umbrella Stage Company: Network, The Fully
Monty. The Nora: A Moon for the Misbegotten, Buried Child.
Gloucester Stage: The Wind in The Willows, Happy Days. Will
hasreceived an Elliot Norton Award and several IRNE awards.

Robert Najarian* (Doc Gibbs/ Movement
& Intimacy Consultant) - Lyric Stage: The
Treasurer. New York: Punchdrunk/Emur-
sive: Sleep No More. Pan Asian Repertory
Theater: Daybreak. Shelter Theater: Mac-
beth. Regional: American Repertory Theater:
Sleep No More. Purple Rose Theater Company: Talley’s Folly.
Adirondack Theatre Festival: Dial M for Murder. New Repertory
Theatre: The Kite Runner. Central Square Theatre: Copen-
hagen, Einstein’s Dreams. Theater at Monmouth: Intimate
Apparel, Hamlet. Evet Arts Chicago: Trajectories. SpeakEasy
Stage Company: Take Me Out: Charles Street Playhouse: Shear
Madness.Washington National Opera: Don Giovanni. Former
faculty at University of Michigan, Boston University, College
of the Holy Cross, and Harvard University. MFA: The Shake-
speare Theatre’s Academy for Classical Acting at the George
Washington University. BA: Bowdoin College. Union Member:
AEA, SAG-AFTRA, SDC. His book The Art of Unarmed Stage
Combatisavailable through Routledge. robertnajarian.com

Darren Paul (Constable Warren/Wally)
— Lyric Stage: Urinetown: The Musical (Hot
Blades Harry),Assassins (Ensemble). Greater
Boston Stage Company: Guys & Dolls (Harry
The Horse),All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce
0f 1914 (Swing). God is good. Thankful for
his friends and family, and Mis, whose love and support are
immeasurable. Instagram: @mistadpmc

Kathy St. George* (Rebecca/Mrs. Soames/
. Womanin Balcony/Woman from Among
the Dead) - Lyric Stage: Urinetown: The
Musical, The Drowsy Chaperone, Gypsy,
Sister Act, Follies, Light Up the Sky, Blithe
Spirit, Adriftin Macao, Laughter on The 23rd
Floor, The Gig. Broadway: Tony Award-winning revival of Fid-
dler on the Roof starring Topol, directed by Jerome Robbins
(Gershwin Theatre) and the Lincoln Center revival starring
Herschel Bernardi. Off-Broadway: / Love You, You're Perfect,
Now Change (Westside Theatre). Five national tours through-
outthe USA, Canada, Japan and Russia. Some favorites:AMan
of NoImportance, Grease, The Full Monty, Once, Pippin, Dear
Miss Garland, Peter Pan, Violet, Ruthless!, Showboat, Follies,
Mame, The Divine Sister, Nine, and Menopause the Musical.
Kathywas recently honored with the 2025 Elliot Norton Prize
for Sustained Excellence. kathystgeorge.com
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Thornton Wilder (Playwright) (1897-1975) was anovelistand
playwright whose works celebrate the connection between
the commonplace and the cosmic dimensions of human
experience. He is the only writer to win Pulitzer Prizes for
both drama and fiction: for his novel The Bridge of San Luis
Rey, and two plays, Our Town and The Skin of Our Teeth. His
other novels include The Cabala, The Woman of Andros,
Heaven’s My Destination, The Ides of March, The Eighth
Day and Theophilus North. His other major dramas include
The Matchmaker (adapted as the musical Hello, Dolly!) and
The Alcestiad. The Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden,
Pullman Car Hiawatha and The Long Christmas Dinner are
among his well-known shorter plays. He enjoyed enormous
success asatranslator, adaptor, actor, librettist and lecturer/
teacherand his screenplay for Alfred Hitchcock’s Shadow of
aDoubt remainsaclassic psycho-thrillerto this day. Wilder’s
many honors include the Gold Medal for Fiction from the
American Academy of Arts and Letters and the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. More information on Thornton Wilder
and his family is available in Penelope Niven’s definitive
biography, Thornton Wilder: A Life (2013) as well as on the
Wilder Family website, thorntonwilder.com

Courtney 0’Connor® (Director/Producing Artistic Director)
- Courtney joined the full-time staff of the Lyric Stage in 2018
and was named Artistic Director in 2020. She has directed
several pieces for the Lyric Stage, including Assassins, Thirst,
Urinetown: The Musical, and ART. Courtney was a senior affili-
ated faculty memberin Performing Arts at Emerson College
for more than 20 years. In addition to directing for theatres
and universities, Courtney has directed multiple site-specific
productions atlocationsincluding the Senate Chamberof the
Massachusetts State House, Mount Auburn Cemetery, and
Boston’s Old State House (all with Plays in Place). Through
her work with the Coyote Theatre Project, she oversaw the
creation of more than 200 new 10-minute plays written by
youths from Boston. Courtney received the Elliot Norton Award
forAssassins and The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby
and the Alan L. Stanzler Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Shelley Barish (Scenic Design) - Lyric Stage: Art, Preludes,
Trouble in Mind, The Wolves, Camelot, Dear Elizabeth, Becky’s
New Car, Murder for Two. Greater Boston Stage Company: Little
Women, Beehive, The 39 Steps; Central Square Theatre: Her
Portmanteau, Young Nerds of Color (Premier), Pipeline. Mer-
rimack Repertory Theatre: A Christmas Carol. Wheelock Family
Theatre: Matilda. Cortland Repertory Theatre: The Addams
Family, Legally Blonde, Cards on the Table, Last Romance,
West Side Story, Newsies. Off-Broadway: Gideoms Knot, Mare
in the Men’s Room. Shelley is a Professor at UMASS Lowell
and was recently named the Nancy L. Donahue Endowed
Professor in the Arts. She received her MFA from Michigan
State University. shelleybarish.com
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Rachel Padula-Shufelt (Costume Design)-Lyric Stage: Uri-
netown: The Musical, Trouble In Mind, Assassins, Fabulation
or, The Re-Education of Undine, Preludes, Be Here Now, The
Thanksgiving Play. Commonwealth Shakespeare Company:
The Winter’s Tale. Greater Boston Stage Company: The 39
Steps. SpeakEasy Stage Company: A Man of No Importance,
Ain’tNo Mo’, Heroes of the Fourth Turning, The Children, Choir
Boy, Shakespeare in Love, Men on Boats. Central Square
Theatre: Young Nerds of Color, Frankenstein. New Repertory
Theatre: Oliver, 1776. Actors’ Shakespeare Project: Macbeth,
Edward Il (Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding Design).
American Repertory Theater: Charlotte’s Web. Gloucester
Stage Company: Gloria, Barefootin the Park, Trad, and Crimes
ofthe Heart. Agraduate of Emerson College, Rachel’sworkas
ahairand makeup designer has been seen at Boston Ballet,
American Repertory Theater, The Huntington, North Shore
Music Theatre, and Broadway.

Deb Sullivan** (Lighting Design) - Lyric Stage: Urinetown:
The Musical, Trouble in Mind, Twelfth Night (co-production with
Actors’ Shakespeare Project). Gloucester Stage: Ms. Holmes &
Ms. Watson Apt2B, Happy Days. Actors’ Shakespeare Project:
Emma, Romeo and Juliet (Elliot Norton Award nomination),
Pride and Prejudice, A Midsummer Nights’ Dream, Hamlet.
The Huntington: Ryan Landry’s “M”. New Repertory Theatre:
Collected Stories, Clean House, Eurydice. Greater Boston
Stage Company: Laura, These Shining Lives. Shakespeare and
Company: The Islanders, Twelfth Night, Cymbeline, HIR. Dorset
Theatre: Pride and Prejudice. Regional: Trinity Rep, Actors’
Theatre of Louisville, Alliance Theatre, The Public Theater,
Off-Broadway. Deb has worked with Northeastern University,
BOCO@Berklee, Brandeis University, several high schoolsand
isthelighting designerataradio station. Upcoming projects:
SpeakEasy Stage: Lizard Boy. Central Square Theatre: Summer
1976. Actors’ Shakespeare Project: Little Women. Deb is a
Boston based lighting designer. dlsullivanld.com

Andrew Duncan Will (Sound Design) - Lyric Stage: Noises Off,
Ken Ludwig’s The Game’s Afoot, Rooted, Preludes, A Gentle-
man’s Guide to Love & Murder, The Last Five Years, Pacific
Overtures, Gypsy, Murder for Two, Company, Sondheim on
Sondheim, Dear Elizabeth, Sweeney Todd, Into the Woods, and
One Man, Two Guvnors. Recent local sound designs include
productions for Boston Public Works, Greater Boston Stage
Company, Fresh Ink, Hasty Pudding, SpeakEasy Stage Com-
pany, Bad Habit Productions, Flotsam Productions, Gloucester
Stage Company, Puppet Showplace Theater, Company One,
New Repertory Theatre, Commonwealth Shakespeare Com-
pany, The Poets’ Theatre, and the ART. Institute. Andrew
received an MFA in Sound Design from Boston University,
and an IRNE Award for Best Sound Design in 2014 for Someone
Who'll Watch Over Me with Bad Habit Productions.

* Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

Lauren Corcuera (Props Artisan) - Select Lyric Stage credits:
Little Shop of Horrors, The Cake, The Treasurer, The Last Five
Years, The Light, Fabulation or, The Re-Education of Undine,
Preludes, Rooted, Assassins, Thirst, Urinetown: The Musical,
ART. Gloucester Stage: Seared, Think of Me Tuesday, Mr. Ful-
lerton Between the Sheets, Grand Horizons. Front Porch Arts
Collective: Chicken and Biscuits. Central Square Theater and
Front Porch Arts Collective: Next to Normal. Commonwealth
Shakespeare Company: The Winter’s Tale, As You Like It. Lauren
is currently the Assistant Prop Director at Emerson College.

Nerys Powell* (Production Stage Manager) - Lyric Stage:
Crumbs From the Table of Joy, Urinetown: The Musical, The
Drowsy Chaperone, Sister Act, The Great Leap, Fabulation, Or
the Re-Education of Undine, The Light, The Book of Will, The
Last Five Years, Be Here Now, The Treasurer, Agatha Christie’s
Murderonthe Orient Express. Umbrella Stage Company: Where
IWe Belong (Production Stage Manager) Instagram: @nerysp

Lucas Bryce Dixon* (Assistant Stage Manager) - Lyric
Stage: Hello, Dolly!, Urinetown: The Musical, The Play that
Goes Wrong, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder. The
Huntington: Toni Stone, John Proctor s the Villain, The Band’s
Visit, Fat Ham, The Lehman Trilogy, Clyde’s, Joe Turner’s
Come and Gone, Common Ground Revisited, The Bluest Eye,
Hurricane Diane, Yerma. Berkeley Repertory Theatre: Clyde’s.
SpeakEasy Stage Company: Heroes of the Fourth Turning, BLKS.
New Repertory Theatre: Hair, Oliver!, Trayf, Nixon’s Nixon.

Alex Chisholm (Managing Director) - Alex joined Lyric
Stage in 2023 as Director of Philanthropy before assuming
the role of Managing Director this season. He has also served
as Marketing Director of the Rose Theatre in Kingston upon
Thames, southwest London. Over the past 30 years, Alex
has applied research around emerging technologies and
changing markets to strengthen audience and consumer
engagement across a variety of commercial, cultural, and
educational organizations, including PretAManger, NBC Uni-
versal, Leapfrog, Royal Shakespeare Company, ElectronicArts,
Katz Media, Wells Cathedral, and Boston Children’s Hospital.

*Actors’ Equity Association (AEA) founded in 1913, rep-
resents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage
Managers nationwide. Equity seeks to foster the art of live
theatre as an essential component of society and advances
the careers of its members by negotiating wages, improving
working conditions and providing a wide range of benefits,
including health and pension plans. Actors’ Equity isa mem-
berofthe AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an international
organization of performing arts unions. | actorsequity.org

°Stage Directors & Choreographers Society (SDC)is the the-
atrical union thatunites,empowers, and protects professional
Stage Directors and Choreographers throughout the United
States. Our mission is to foster a national community of these



* Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association "

professionals by protecting the rights, health and livelihoods
of all our Members; negotiating and enforcing employment
agreements across a range of jurisdictions; facilitating the
exchange of ideas, information and opportunities; and edu-
cating currentand future generations about the critical role of
directorsand choreographersin leading the field. | sdcweb.org

**United Scenic Artists (USA-Local 829)isalaborunionand
professional association of Designers, Artists, Craftspeople,
and Department Coordinators, organized to protect craft
standards, working conditions and wages for the entertain-
ment and decorative arts industries. The members work
in film, theatre, opera, ballet, television, industrial shows,
commercials, and exhibitions. The current active member-
ship totals over 5,000. | usa829.0rg

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF

Morgan Bailie, Wardrobe Supervisor

Billy Bollbach, Assistant to the Director

Gabriel Goldman, Head Electrician

Robert Najarian, Movement & Intimacy Consultant

SPECIAL THANKS
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LYRIC STAGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ron Sudol, President
Tim Holiner, Vice President
Patricia Aronson, Treasurer
Sharon Parisi, Clerk

Nina Berk
Jazzmin G. Bonner
Sasha Castroverde

Alex Chisholm,
Ex Officio
Richard Daynard
Amanda Eckhoff
Glenda Fishman
Kristina Lukas

David Miller
Courtney 0’Connor,
Ex Officio
Stuart Rose
Elyse Schuerman
Daniel Sternberg
Janetta Stringfellow
Susan Wilchins

LYRIC STAGE ADVISORY COUNCIL

Barry P. Chaiken, MD Jo Frances Meyer
Carmen Chan Baron Pugh
Christopher Cook Shwetha Ravi
Wendy Gutterson Joe Richard
Martha Hayward Dick Rousseau
Jo-An Heileman Janet Spitz
Michelle Landers Emily Stidsen
Laura Conrad Mandel Ruth Whitney
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BOSTON'S HOME FOR THE BOLD

A funny, feel-everything play about starting fresh.

Sep 12 ch 11

Get tickets at SepeakEasyStage.com
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< eor Joy

With four more amazing productions ahead of us
including a holiday treat to share with friends and family (A Sherlock
Carol), the return of Lyric Stage favorite Aimee Doherty in a stunning
one-woman musical (Penelope), the poignant and funny tale of an
aging actress (Angry, Raucous, and Shamelessly Gorgeous), and an all
out extravaganzathat is a love letter to musical theater (Something
Rotten!), there is truly something for everyone.

Let the anticipation, discovery, and joy of live theater last through
all the months ahead!

Become a 3- or 4-show subscriber today! Visit lyricstage.com,
the box office during your visit at the theater, or call 617.585.5678.

YIAMYH ITIN

Kenny Lee in Urinetown: The Musical (2024)
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BEVOND THE STAGEM®, - 11" 9
PLAYWRIGHT, THORNTON WILDER
AND “OUR TOWN"

WYHONILLIHM 3DAONYY

“At first glance, the play appears to be practically a genre study of a village in
New Hampshire. On second glance, it appears to be a meditation about the
difficulty of, as the play says, ‘realizing life while you live it.”’

- Thorton Wilder talking about Our Town, Paris Review, 1956

Born on April 17,1897, in Madison, Wisconsin, Thornton Wilder was a prolific
writer whose literary career spanned novels, plays, and essays. His early exposure
to literature and drama was significantly influenced by his family, particularly his
mother, who encouraged his creative pursuits.

Wilder’s Our Town is set in the fictional town of Grover’s Corners, a reflection of
his experiences in Peterborough, New Hampshire. The simplicity of small-town
life, underscored by universal themes of love, loss, and the passage of time, makes
Our Town a profound exploration of human existence. Wilder’s writing resonates
with audiences, evoking both nostalgia and a deeper appreciation for the simple
moments we often overlook: breakfast with the family, sharing weather patterns
with a neighbor, and that ‘terrible moon. Wilder creates an intimate connection,
drawing us into the heart of Grover’s Corners

It’s clear that his works continue to inspire and provoke thought. In a world that
often feels chaotic, Our Town serves as a gentle reminder of the beauty of our
everyday lives. It encourages us to cherish the moments we often take for granted.

By Broadway’s Best Shows, published in the October 28,2024 online edition of BroadwaysBestShows.com courtesy of ThorntonWilder.com
the official website of the Thornton Wilder family. © The Wilder Family LLC | The cast and artistic team of Our Town at rehearsal.
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ONE MURDER.
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SIX SUSPECTS.
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A zany musical comedy whodunnit, offering the
perfect blend of music, mayhem, and murder. When
the great American novelist Arthur Whitney is found
dead at his own surprise party, the list of suspects is

long-was it the prima ballerina, the widow, the niece,
the psychiatrist, or even the detective?

A World Premiere by Directed by
TICKETS $26 - $90
Een) . MFONISO UDOFIA KEVIN R. FREE
781-279-2200 e b gt
greaterbostonstage.org F 1 September 11 - October 5, 2025
395 Main St, Stoneham, MA e Joan & Edgar Booth Theatre

BOSTON

FILM

FESTIVAL
BAAFF.ORG

WATCH FILMS | MEET FILMMAKERS | ENGAGE IN DISCUSSIONS

OCTOBER Join us for the 17" annual Boston Asian American Film Festival!
'6-26 Meet inspiring filmmakers, take part in meaningful conversations,

and explore diverse Asian American stories that connect,

empower, and uplift our communities through the power of film.

In-Person & Virtual

Boston, MA

BAAFF is a co-production of the Asian American Resource Workshop and ArtsEmerson.
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Generous friends like you advance our mission to produce and present live theatre in Greater Boston with an
intimate approach that promotes inclusivity and connection. The Lyric Stage leads an effort to integrate live
theatre and theatre education into the lives of all residents of greater Boston. We extend our sincere thanks

to those who make our work possible. Together we can.

This list has been updated to reflect gifts through September 1, 2025. For questions, concerns, or details,
please contact Elizabeth_Carsley@Iyricstage.com.
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Our Town.

il Duck Soup

Your community.
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Duck Soup is proud to support
Lyric Stage Boston and this
production of Our Town. We hope
you will visit us online or at our
Sudbury location so we can
welcome you into our flock.
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365 Boston Post Road in Sudbury
(978) 443-3825
quackquackquack.com




ABOUT YOUR THEATRICAL HOME:

140 CLARENDON STREET

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces
the its work at 140 Clarendon Street, the historic
YWCA Building, which resides on the land of the
Massachusett and Pawtucket Peoples.

The Massachusett Peoples are the descendants
of the original people that the English first
encountered in what is now the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. The Pennacook tribe,
sometimes called Pawtucket and Merrimack
Indians, lived in northeastern Massachusetts and
southern New Hampshire. The Nipmuc Peoples
occupied the interior portion of what is now
Massachusetts and parts of Rhode Island and
Connecticut. The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe
has inhabited present day Massachusetts and
Eastern Rhode Island for more than 12,000 years.

140 Clarendon Street is also the home of YW
Boston, formerly known as the YWCA Boston,
an organization that was at the forefront of
many social movements throughout the history of the city of Boston. YWCA Boston was
first established in 1866, and began operating out of 140 Clarendon Street in 1927. YWCA
helped propel many programs and initiatives for young women across the country, such
as sex education, women’s suffrage advocacy, bilingual instruction for immigrant women,
the International Conference of Women Physicians, and the Interracial Seminar. Today,
YW Boston’s work focuses on addressing racial and gender inequities through a variety of
diversity, equity, and inclusion services, youth programming, advocacy, and more.

&l

In 1991, the Lyric Stage moved to 140 Clarendon Street from its former home on Charles
Street. The current theater and adjacent offices were constructed on the second floor of
the building, and a fourth floor rehearsal hall was added in 2016.

In 2021, YW Boston and its investment partners sold the building to Beacon Communities,
who rehabilitated approximately 50,000 square feet of existing hotel and residential
spaces into affordable housing units, health and wellness amenities, and offices for
building management staff operated in partnership with the Pine Street Inn. The building
contains 210 apartments (an increase of 92 housing units), all of which are income-
restricted to households with incomes at or below 60% of the Area Median Income.

As a part of the sale, Beacon Communities and Lyric Stage negotiated a new 19-year lease,
ensuring that 140 Clarendon Street will be the Lyric Stage’s forever home.

For more on your visit and how to contact us, box office hours, ticketing &
performance policies, and other FAQs go to lyricstage.com & click on YOUR VISIT.
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The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces and
presents live theatre in Greater Boston with an intimate
approach that promotes inclusivity and connection.
The Lyric Stage leads an effort to integrate live theater
and theater education into the lives of all residents of
Greater Boston.

Founded in1974 by Ron Ritchell and Polly Hogan,

the Lyric Stage is Boston’s oldest resident theatre
company. After establishing a loyal following on Charles
Street, Ron and Polly led a successful 1991 campaign

to create the Lyric Stage’s current home on Clarendon
Street. Polly was the chief negotiator for the NEAT (New
England Area Theatres) contract, which made it easier
for local producers to hire members of Actors Equity
Association, the union for actors and stage managers.

In1998, Spiro Veloudos was appointed Producing
Artistic Director. During his tenure, he continued
Ron and Polly’s commitment to local artists; with
few exceptions, the theatrical artists that work at the
Lyric Stage live in the Greater Boston area. Spiro also
established a reputation for staging large musicals
in the Lyric Stage’s modest playing space, including
asignature Sondheim Initiative, which covered ten
musicals over twenty years.

In2016, the Lyric Stage opened Clarendon Hall, a year-
round rehearsal space. Clarendon Hall is available at
asubsidized rate to members of the Boston Dance
Alliance and other arts organizations and individuals.

Theatre-based education has been a core of the Lyric
Stage’s mission since its founding. Through workshops,
performances, and classroom visits, Lyric Backstage
introduces high school and middle school students to
career opportunities in the creative economy. The G.
Lee Humphrey First Page Playwriting Festival allows
students to discover their voice through the writing
and presentation of a 10-minute play.

In 2019, the Board appointed Matt Chapuran as
Executive Director and Courtney 0’Connor was named
Artistic Director. In fall 2023, Courtney was appointed
Producing Artistic Director; she is now joined by Alex
Chisholm as Managing Director, and together they
continue the work of centering Lyric Stage in Boston’s
theatrical community, introducing live theatre to new
audiences, and promoting new theatrical voices in
Boston and nationwide.
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Courtney 0’Connor, Producing Artistic Director
Alex Chisholm, Managing Director

Elizabeth Carsley, Audience Experience Manager

David D’Agostino, Production Manager

Heather Darrow, Director of Marketing

Adele Nadine Traub, General Manager

Alexandra Smith, Community & Artistic Programs Manager
Kandyce Whittingham, Marketing & Digital Content Associate

Box Office & Front of House:

Regina Ashley, Eva Levin, Madeline Finkleman,
Caleb Palmer, El Segall, Lindsey Weaver, Box Office
&House Managers

Jazzy Compton, Chloe Hein, Tess Henedy,
Carlisle Robbins, Jillian Sullivan, Box Office & Front
of House Assistants

Amanda Li, Jillian Sullivan, Community Engagement/
Marketing Assistants

Angelina DeMonte, Administrative Associate

Stage Managers 2025/26 Season:
Charlie Berry*

Lisette van den Boogaard

Lucas Bryce Dixon*

Polly Feliciano*

Emma Hunt

Thomas M. Kauffman*

Nerys Powell*

Al Shea DiBiase

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

Set Construction:

The scenery for this production was constructed by
Wooden Kiwi Productions, LLC.

Additonal Staff:

Melissa Wagner-0’Malley, Graphic Design
Belinda Thresher, Abella Publishing Services
Leslie Holmquist, Bookkeeping
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Welcome to a brand new season with Boston’s
oldest prefessional theatre company.
s Each production is an opbortunity for us to be
@E'ﬁﬁ-ﬁ surprised by new stories, characters, and ideas.
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: .,;1.'&:,1 Every performances is an opportunity to connect
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Lo P LWl with others and share in what makes theatre
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OISR L vital part of our town.

Our audiences — you — power the the joy and inspiration that make
theatre so special.

Please support the surprises ahead by making a gift today.
And, thank you for helping kick off another exciting season!
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James Turner, Kathy St. George, & Elliana Karris in Urinetown: The Musical (2024)
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well, pretty much
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