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A NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR/ 
DIRECTOR OF PRELUDES

The author Elizabeth Gilbert opened her TED talk discussing how 
creative artists have a reputation for being mentally undone by 
their gifts, that creativity and suffering are linked, and that artistry 
leads to anguish. Her question is: are we ok with this? I must 
confess, it’s long been a question that haunts me and, I am willing 
to venture, many of the creative artists you know.

That anguish and the toll of Rachmaninoff’s gift on his mental state 
is front and center in PRELUDES. What’s easy for us to forget is 
how surprising it was for Rachmaninoff to turn to a hypnotherapist 
for help. In 1900, Freud was just beginning his seminal practice 
and writings; certainly no one then could imagine the comfort with 

which we today openly discuss our subconscious, our emotions—even our therapy. And while 
artists have long been known to seek out therapy, its acceptance in the lives of the general 
populous is still ongoing.

Perhaps Dahl was able to help Rachmaninoff because he was a musician himself (he played 
the viola). Maybe this gave him a deeper understanding of the questions swirling within 
artists. Or maybe not. Maybe he was just a therapist, ready to listen. Either way, please allow 
me to dedicate this production to all the therapists out there who support creatives. I’m no 
Rachmaninoff, but having a Dahl (mine is named Sid) to listen to me has made my small 
anguish that much more bearable.

Yours dearly,

Courtney O’Connor
Artistic Director
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CAST

Aimee Doherty* ....................................................................................................................................Dahl

Will McGarrahan* ..........Chekhov/Tchaikovsky/Tolstoy/Glazunov/Tsar Nicholas II/The Master

Anthony Pires, Jr.* ...................................................................................................................... Chaliapin

Dan Prior* .............................................................................................................................................Rach

Dan Rodriguez‡ ................................................................................................................... Rachmaninoff

Kayla Shimizu..................................................................................................................................Natalya

Allison Beauregard .......................................................................................................u/s Dahl/Natalya

Matthew Zahnzinger ...................................................................................... u/s Rach/Chekhov, et al

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association  |   ‡Member of AFM Local 9-535

ORCHESTRA
Bethany Aiken, Mindy Cimini ................................................................................................ Keyboards

Musicians are represented by the American Federation of Musicians local 9-535. 

RUNNING TIME
Approximately two hours, with one 15-minute intermission.

CONTENT WARNING: Visual of a gun, gunshots, issues of mental health and depression. 

L To R. back row: Allison Beauregard, Anthony Pires, Jr., Dan Rodriguez, Aimee Doherty, Matthew Zahnzinger,  
and Courtney O'Connor. Front Row: Kayla Shimizu, Will McGarrahan (on-screen), and Dan Prior

ADELE NADINE TRAUB
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Marc Pierre and Nora Eschenheimer  
in The Play That Goes Wrong (2022)
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GET THE LATEST SCOOP  
and all the inside info by  

joining our email list! 
Sign up today at:  

lyricstage.com/sign-up- 
for-our-newsletter

MUSICAL NUMBERS

Your Day .................................................................................................................................Rach, Chorus

Lilacs ...................................................................................................................................... Natalya, Rach

Ho-Ho ...........................................................................................................................Chaliapin, Chekhov

Vocalise.............................................................................................................................................Natalya

Subway ...................................................................................................................................Rach, Chorus

Tchaikovsky’s Child’s Song ..................................................................................... Tchaikovsky, Rach

Natalya ..............................................................................................................................................Natalya

Intermission

Loop ................................................................................................................................................ Chaliapin

Not Alone.............................................................................................................................. Rach, Natalya

The First Symphony ...................................................................................................................Company

Vespers ..........................................................................................................................................Company

Hypnosis ..................................................................................................................................Dahl, Chorus

Mountains ............................................................................................................................ Rachmaninoff



Aimee Doherty* (Dahl) - Lyric Stage: A 
Gentleman’s Guide To Love and Murder 
(Sibella), Into the Woods (The Witch), 
On the Town (Claire), Follies (Young 
Phyllis), Mr. Burns: A Post Electric Play 
(Bart), Grey Gardens (Young Edie), and 
Animal Crackers (Arabella). Aimee has 

also performed with Huntington Theatre Company, 
Moonbox Productions, SpeakEasy Stage Company, New 
Repertory Theatre, Greater Boston Stage Company, 
Wheelock Family Theatre, Gloucester Stage, Theatre 
By The Sea, Boston Ballet, and at Symphony Hall as a 
soloist with the Boston Pops under the baton of Keith 
Lockhart. She is a two-time recipient of the Elliot Norton 
Award and a three-time recipient of the IRNE Award for 
Outstanding Actress in a Musical. | AimeeDoherty.net

Will McGarrahan* (Chekhov/Tchai-
kovsky/Tolstoy/Glazunov/Tsar Nicholas 
II/The Master) - Lyric Stage: Souvenir 
(Elliot Norton Award), The Book of Will, 
Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient 
Express, The Little Foxes, Road Show, 
Stage Kiss, Company, Peter and the 

Starcatcher, Light Up the Sky, Into the Woods, Death of a 
Salesman, Becky’s New Car, The Chosen, The Tempera-
mentals, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
Grey Gardens, November, and Dirty Blonde. SpeakEasy 
Stage Company: The Usual Unusual [free podcast play], 
The View Upstairs, Bridges of Madison County, Casa 
Valentina, Big Fish, Far From Heaven, Next Fall, The 
Drowsy Chaperone, Reckless, Some Men, The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood, Five By Tenn, Company, The Last Sunday 
in June, Elegies: A Song Cycle, Ruthless!, A Class Act, and 
A New Brain. Greater Boston Stage Company: Being 
Earnest, Mame. Huntington Theatre Company: A Raisin 
in the Sun. Gloucester Stage Company: Nine Circles, The 
Wind in the Willows and Happy Days. Nora Theatre: The 
Moon For The Misbegotten and Buried Child. Will worked 
as an actor, singer, and pianist for many years in Seattle 
before moving to Boston’s South End.

Anthony Pires, Jr.* (Chaliapin) - Lyric 
Stage: Debut. Front Porch Arts Collec-
tive/Central Square Theatre/Greater 
Boston Stage Company: Ain’t Misbe-
havin’ (Company). SpeakEasy Stage 
Company: Once on This Island (TonTon/
Storyteller). Moonbox Productions: 

Passing Strange (Mr. Franklin/Joop/Hugo). New Repertory 
Theatre: Hair (Hud). Emerson Umbrella Stage Company: 
Tuck Everlasting (Angus Tuck). Wheelock Family Theatre: 
Matilda (Mr. Wormwood/Escapologist), Ragtime (Coal-
house Walker, Jr.). Anthony is a local Boston actor and 

an Elliot Norton Award Winner. Special thanks to his 
friends and family for all the support! | @mastatwirlwhirl 
| @anthonypiresjr.

Dan Prior* (Rach) - Lyric Stage: Little 
Shop of Horrors (Seymour). Wellesley 
Repertory Theatre: The Liar (Dorante), 
Three Sisters (Rhode). New Repertory 
Theatre: 1776 (Martha Jefferson), Fiddler 
on the Roof (Fyedka). Cape Repertory: 
Fun Home (Roy/Bobby). Reagle Music 

Theatre: Carousel (Enoch Snow), Wonderful Town (Frank 
Lippencott). Theatre by the Sea: The Music Man (Charlie 
Cowell). Moonbox Productions: Parade (Brit Craig/Gov. 
Slaton), Cabaret (Ernst Ludwig), Barnum (Lyman/Scudder). 
Bad Habit Productions: A Man of No Importance (Robbie 
Fay). Dan is a Boston-based actor, writer, and musician. 
Dan attended Ithaca College and received a BM in Vocal 
Performance and Education. Endless love to his wife, 
Nicole, and newborn for their new family. | danprior.com

Kayla Shimizu (Natalya) - Lyric Stage: 
Debut. Reagle Music Theatre: Pippin 
(Catherine). The Wilbury Theatre Group: 
Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 
1812 (Natasha). Emerson Umbrella Stage 
Company: The Old Man and the Old 
Moon (The Old Woman/The Captain), 

The Last Wide Open (Stagehand), Avenue Q (Christmas 
Eve). Rogers Center for the Arts: The Old Man and the 
Old Moon (Llewellyn). Kayla is a graduate of Emerson 
College. Gratitude and thanks to her family, mentors, 
and friends for their endless support. | @KaylaShimizu

Allison Beauregard - (u/s Dahl/Natalya) 
Lyric Stage: Debut. Commonwealth 
Shakespeare Company: Henry VI Part 
III (Warwick). Pittsburgh Playhouse: 
Uncle Vanya (Yelena), Cabaret (Fraulein 
Kost), Sunday in the Park with George 
(Mrs.; Directed by Tony Winner Michael 

Rupert). Joe’s Pub NYC: Queering the Canon (Jesus/Sarah). 
Third Rail Repertory: Detroit ’67 (Caroline). Guild Hall: 
Sometime Child (Teen Chorus). East Broadway Theatre 
Company: Audrey the Musical (Edith Head). Allison 
received her BFA in Acting at Point Park University and is 
currently pursuing her MFA in Theatre Education & Applied 
Theatre at Emerson College. | allisonbeauregard.com

Matthew Zahnzinger (u/s Rach/Chek-
hov) - Lyric Stage: Company (Peter). 
Moonbox Productions: Twelfth Night 
(Malvolio), Amadeus (Salieri), The 39 
Steps (Clown 2), A New Brain (Mr. 
Bungee), Floyd Collins (Skeets Miller), 
Lucky Stiff (Harry Witherspoon). The 
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Nora Theatre: Arcadia (Valentine). Reagle Music Theatre: 
Crazy for You (Bela Zangler). Titanic Theatre: The Pol-
ish Joke (Priest, Mr. Flanagan, et al). Wheelock Family 
Theatre: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Mr. Bucket, 
Mr. Salt). Theatre UnCorked: Sweeney Todd (Quintet, 
Turpin; u/s Sweeney). Flat Earth Theatre: Reader (The 
Man), Copenhagen (Niels Bohr). Matthew is a Brockton 
native working at Harvard University; he is Northeastern 
graduate and studied at the Gaiety School of Acting in 
Dublin, Ireland. Matthew has received three IRNE Awards.

Dave Malloy (Playwright) - Dave is a composer, writer, 
performer, and orchestrator. He has written 13 musi-
cals, including Moby Dick, Octet, Natasha, Pierre & The 
Great Comet of 1812 (12 Tony nominations, including 
Best Musical, Score, Book, and Orchestrations), Ghost 
Quartet, Preludes, Little Bunny Foo Foo, Three Pianos, 
Black Wizard/Blue Wizard, Beowulf: A Thousand Years 
of Baggage, Beardo, Sandwich, and Clown Bible. He has 
won 2 Obie Awards, a Smithsonian Ingenuity Award, a 
Theater World Award, the Richard Rodgers Award, an 
ASCAP New Horizons Award, a Jonathan Larson Grant, 
and has been a MacDowell Fellow and Composer-in 
Residence at Ars Nova and the Signature Theater. 

Courtney O’Connor° (Director/Artistic Director) -  
Courtney joined the full-time staff of the Lyric Stage in 
2018 and was named Artistic Director in 2020. She has 
directed several pieces for the Lyric Stage, including The 
Book of Will, Stones in His Pockets, Red Hot Patriot, and 
The Cake. Courtney is a senior affiliated faculty member 
in Performing Arts at Emerson College. In addition to 
directing for theatres and universities, Courtney has 
directed multiple site-specific productions at locations, 
including Mount Auburn Cemetery and Boston’s Old 
State House. Through her work with the Coyote Theatre 
Project, she oversaw the creation of more than 200 new 
10-minute plays written by youths from Boston. Courtney 
has received the Elliot Norton Award for her work as the 
Associate Director on the Lyric Stage’s production of The 
Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby and the Alan L. 
Stanzler Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Dan Rodriguez‡ (Music Director/Rachmaninoff) - Lyric 
Stage: The Last Five Years, Little Shop of Horrors, Kiss of 
the Spider Woman, Gypsy. Huntington Theatre Company: 
Sunday in the Park with George, A Little Night Music. North 
Shore Music Theater: Kinky Boots, Little Shop of Horrors, 
Reagle Music Theater: Pippin, West Side Story. Moonbox 
Productions: Caroline or Change, Cabaret. Wheelock Family 
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Theatre: In the Heights. American Repertory Theatre: The 
Lily’s Revenge, The Blue Flower. New Repertory Theatre: 
Hair. SpeakEasy Stage Company: Jerry Springer: The Opera, 
The Mystery of Edwin Drood. A graduate of Oberlin, Dan 
now works at the Boston Conservatory and has also 
worked at Emerson, Brandeis, and Northeastern. His work 
has earned him five IRNE Awards for Best Music Direction. 
Member of the American Federation of Musicians.

Shelley Barish (Scenic Designer) - Lyric Stage: A Gentle-
man’s Guide to Love and Murder, The Wolves, Hold 
These Truths, Camelot, Becky’s New Car, Dear Elizabeth, 
Murder for Two. Theater Row: Gideon’s Knot. Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre: A Christmas Carol. Wheelock Fam-
ily Theatre: Matilda. Greater Boston Stage Company: 
The Irish... and How They Got That Way, The 39 Steps, 
Incident of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Little Women. 
Co-Pro WAM Theatre & Nora Theatre: Pipeline. Under-
ground Railway Theatre: Young Nerds of Color. Cortland 
Repertory Theatre: The Addams Family, Newsies, Legally 
Blonde, Bristol Valley Theatre: Boom!, Barefoot in the 
Park, Private Lives, Next Fall. Shelley is an Associate 
Professor and Coordinator of the Theatre Arts Program 
at UMass Lowell and received her MFA from Michigan 
State University. | shelleybarish.com

Rachel Padula-Shufelt (Costume Design) - Lyric Stage: 
Fabulation, Be Here Now, Thanksgiving Play. Gloucester 
Stage Company: Gloria, Barefoot in the Park, Trad, Crimes 
of the Heart. SpeakEasy Stage Company: Heroes of the 
Fourth Turning, The Children, Choir Boy, Once, Shake-
speare in Love, Men on Boats. Greater Boston Stage 
Company: The 39 Steps. Central Square Theatre: Young 
Nerds of Color, Frankenstein. New Repertory Theatre: Oli-
ver, 1776. Rachel has won an Elliot Norton Award for Best 
Costume Design (Edward III, Actors Shakespeare Project).

Karen Perlow** (Lighting Design/USA 829) - Lyric Stage: 
Anna Christie, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Hold These Truths, 
The Wolves, Death of a Salesman, Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?, Miss Witherspoon. SpeakEasy Stage Company: 
The Inheritance, Once, The History Boys, Admissions, 
Violet, Shakespeare in Love, Fun Home. Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre: The Royale, Native Gardens. Actors’ 
Shakespeare Project: Macbeth, School for Scandal. New 
Repertory Theatre: Long Day’s Journey into Night, The 
Lieutenant of Inishmore, Cherry Docs. Odyssey Opera: 
La Belle Helene. Underground Railway Theatre: Arabian 
Nights. Gloucester Stage Company: Dancing at Lughnasa, 
Jacques Brel. Karen is proud to serve as the treasurer 
of the Theater Community Benevolent Fund, tcbf.org. 
When not in the theater, she can be found teaching 
adult ESOL through the YMCA. | abouttheartists.com/
artists/329435-karen-perlow

Andrew Duncan Will (Sound Design) - Lyric Stage: A 
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, The Last Five 
Years, Pacific Overtures, Kiss of the Spider Woman, Gypsy, 
Murder for Two, Company, Sondheim on Sondheim, Dear 
Elizabeth, Sweeney Todd, Into the Woods, and One Man, 
Two Guvnors. Recent local sound designs include pro-
ductions for Boston Public Works, Greater Boston Stage 
Company, Fresh Ink, Hasty Pudding, SpeakEasy Stage 
Company, Bad Habit Productions, Flotsam Productions, 
Gloucester Stage Company, Puppet Showplace Theater, 
Company One, New Repertory Theater, Commonwealth 
Shakespeare Company, The Poets’ Theatre, and the A.R.T. 
Institute. Andrew received an MFA in Sound Design from 
Boston University, and an IRNE award for Best Sound 
Design in 2014 for Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me with 
Bad Habit Productions.

8          WHO’S WHO * Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association



Lyric Stage promotes inclusivity &  
connection in an effort to integrate  
live theater into the lives of all  
residents of Greater Boston.

Affordable Price Options include:

• $30 Under 35
• $25 Side Section Seats
• $10 Student Tickets
•  Senior Discount 

                               For more information visit 

Cast of Fabulation or, The Re-Education of Undine (2022)
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Five Dollar Fridays offers another way 
for audiences to experience live theater 
at an affordable cost. 100 tickets for the 
first Friday of every production will be  
set aside to be sold for $5. 
Sponsored by Jan & Stuart Rose. 

View the full listing of participating organizations 
at lyricstage.com/tickets/lyric-for-all.

$5  
FRIDAYS! 
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Adele Nadine Traub* (Stage Manager) - Lyric Stage: 
1776 and Man of La Mancha. Actors’ Shakespeare Project: 
Founding Company Member and Stage Manager for more 
than 25 productions. Huntington Theatre Company: I Was 
Most Alive with You and Guide for the Homesick. A.R.T.: 
R. Buckminster Fuller. Capital Repertory Theatre: It Ain’t 
Nothin’ But the Blues. SpeakEasy Stage Company: People, 
Places, and Things, BLKS, appropriate, A Future Perfect, 
Tribes, and Clybourne Park. Israeli Stage: Ulysses on Bottles 
and Oh God. Shows with Central Square Theatre, Boston 
Playwrights Theatre, and Playwrights’ Horizons in NYC. 
She received her BA from Brandeis University, teaches 
Stage Management at Boston College, and is the Marketing 
Manager at J.P. Licks. She also quilts in her spare time. 

Lauren Corcuera (Props Artisan) - Lyric Stage: Breath 
& Imagination, Little Shop of Horrors, Agatha Christie’s 
Murder on the Orient Express, The Cake, The Treasurer, Be 
Here Now, The Last Five Years, Mr. Parent, The Light, Fabu-
lation or, The Re-Education of Undine. Gloucester Stage 
Company: Barefoot in the Park, Tiny Beautiful Things, 
Seared, Think of Me Tuesday, Mr. Fullerton Between the 
Sheets, Grand Horizons. Emerson Stage: Stupid F***ing 
Bird, Next To Normal. Reagle Music Theater: Pippin. 
Brandeis University: Circle Mirror Transformation. Front 
Porch Arts Collective: Chicken and Biscuits. Lauren is 
currently the assistant prop director at Emerson College. 

Emma J. Hunt (Assistant Stage Manager) - Lyric Stage: 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder (Production 
Assistant). Other Boston stage management credits 
include Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, Everyday 
Life, Romeo and Juliet, and How to Survive a Pandemic, 
an original digital theater piece. Emma is a graduate of 
Northeastern University where she studied theater and 
history. In her free time, she enjoys baking, crafting and 
watching as much nerdy television as possible.

Matt Chapuran (Executive Director) - Matt was Managing 
Director of the Lyric Stage from 2014 to 2018. He was 
previously Managing Director of Stoneham Theatre, where 
he ran the 2010 Boston Marathon with Producing Artistic 
Director Weylin Symes in support of Stoneham Theatre’s 
educational mission. Matt has also served as Director of 
Development for Conservatory Lab Charter School and 
managed institutional giving for The Huntington Theatre. 
At the Nora Theatre Company, Matt was the Managing 
Director during the inception of a capital campaign that 
ultimately led to the construction of the Central Square 
Theater. Matt is currently co-president of NEAT (New 
England Area Theatres), a bargaining collective of 12 
regional theatres, and is a member of the Create the 
Vote Coalition and its Policy Platform working group. He 
currently teaches Arts Management at Emerson College. 
He has performed, taught, and directed improvisation 

for two decades, including as a part of Babson College’s 
MBA program, as one half of The Angriest Show in the 
World. His short stories have appeared online in The 
Bookends Review, Bridge Eight, Prose Online, and Vari-
ant Literature. He lives in Roslindale with his wife and 
their three daughters.

*Actors’ Equity Association (AEA) founded in 1913, rep-
resents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage 
Managers nationwide. Equity seeks to foster the art of 
live theatre as an essential component of society and 
advances the careers of its members by negotiating 
wages, improving working conditions and providing a 
wide range of benefits, including health and pension 
plans. Actors' Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and 
is affiliated with FIA, an international organization of 
performing arts unions. | actorsequity.org

**United Scenic Artists (USA-Local 829) is a labor union 
and professional association of Designers, Artists, Crafts-
people, and Department Coordinators, organized to pro-
tect craft standards, working conditions and wages for 
the entertainment and decorative arts industries. The 
members work in film, theatre, opera, ballet, television, 
industrial shows, commercials and exhibitions. The cur-
rent active membership totals over 5,000. | usa829.org

°Stage Directors & Choreographers Society (SDC) is 
the theatrical union that unites, empowers, and pro-
tects professional Stage Directors and Choreographers 
throughout the United States. Our mission is to foster a 
national community of these professionals by protecting 
the rights, health and livelihoods of all our Members; 
negotiating and enforcing employment agreements 
across a range of jurisdictions; facilitating the exchange 
of ideas, information and opportunities; and educating 
current and future generations about the critical role 
of directors and choreographers in leading the field. | 
sdcweb.org
‡Boston Musicians’ Association (AFM Local 9-535) is a 
labor union representing over 1,600 professional musi-
cians in the Boston metro area, Cape Cod and Maine. 
We work to ensure that musicians have fair wages and 
economic security. | bostonmusicians.org

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF
Head Electrician, Gabriel Goldman
Assistant to the Director, Jess Meyer, Josh Telepman
Wardrobe, Joey Pisano
Assistant Music Director, Ben Russman
FOH Engineer/A1, Coty Lennon Markee

Special thanks to the UMASS Lowell  
Theatre Arts Program 



Pyotr Tchaikovsky Anton ChekhovFeodor Chaliapin

Sergei Rachmaninoff Natalia Satina Nikolai Dahl

Nicholas II of Russia Alexander Glazunov Leo Tolstoy

The Composer. 
Categorized as one of the last 
traditional Russian Romantics. 

Dave Malloy’s Preludes is 
named for Rachmaninoff’s 

most well-known composition, 
Prelude in C-Sharp Minor. 

The Fiancée. 
An accomplished pianist & 

Rachmaninoff’s cousin.  
Sergei and Natalya met as 

young music students  
during Easter 1888.

The Hypnotherapist. 
Most known for his  

treatment of Rachmaninoff. 
Using hypnotherapy, Dahl  
was able to relieve Sergei  

of his writer’s block.

The Friend/Opera Singer. 
Long-time friend & collaborator 

of Rachmaninoff’s. The two 
worked together on vocal 

arrangements and influenced 
one another’s work. 

The Advocate. 
Sergei’s contemporary in the 
Romantic Period. Tchaikovsky 

followed Rachmaninoff's 
career, often offering his 

professional endorsement.

The Playwright. 
Chekhov was much admired  
by Rachmaninoff and even 

served as inspiration for 
Sergei’s 1893 composition  

Der Fels (The Rock).

The Tsar. 
The last Emperor of Russia 

before the Bolshevik 
Revolution. Sergei & Natalia 
were required to meet with 
The Tsar as their union was 

frowned upon by the Russian 
Orthodox Church.

The Conductor. 
A composer & musician of the 
Romantics Period. Glazunov 

led the orchestra in performing 
Rachmaninoff’s First 

Symphony. The symphony’s 
poor performance led to 

Sergei’s depression.

The Voice of Russia. 
As the people’s writer, 

Tolstoy couldn’t understand 
Rachmaninoff’s proclivity  

for lofty compositions,  
a detrimental blow to the 

composer’s self-confidence.

WHO’S WHO IN PRELUDES?
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T
he Great Leap by Lauren Yee centers 
around a friendship game between 
Beijing University’s and the University 

of San Francisco’s men’s basketball teams. 
The play is also inspired by Yee’s father’s own 
experiences of traveling to China to participate 
in these games.

Introduced to China over a century ago by 
YMCA missionaries directly after the sport’s 
invention in 1891, basketball has a vast 
presence in Chinese society. According to 
the Chinese Basketball Association, around 
300 million Chinese people play basketball. 
After US President Jimmy Carter eased ties 
with China in the late 1970s, Chairman Deng 
Xiaoping extended an invitation to the 1978 
NBA Champion Washington Bullets to play in 
China. The Bullets became the first NBA team 
invited to play in the country, and these were 
games as much about the politics as they were 
about the sport.

Ever since its introduction to the nation over 
a century ago, basketball has remained as a 
staple in China, and has even evolved into 
a crossover into American society with the 
accomplishments of a few notable figures. 

-Marieska Luzada,  
Marketing Assistant, Lyric Stage

Learn more and prepare for your visit to  
The Great Leap at lyricstage.com 

GET READY FOR  

THE GREAT LEAP

Images from the NBA’s Washington Bullets’ historic visit to China in August of 1979: 
thatsmags.com  |  @PostSports/Twitter  |  This Day in History: First NBA Team to Play Basketball in China by Josh Parker (August 24, 2022)



BY  

LAUREN  
YEE
DIRECTED BY

MICHAEL  
HISAMOTO

He went to China for basketball but quickly  
finds himself playing a very different game. 

2022/23 SEASON SPONSORS:  
Paul Kastner  
G. Lee & Diana Humphrey

PRODUCTION SPONSOR: 
Ron Sudol





SET ASIDE  
A FEW  
EVENINGS  
FOR MAGIC
Magic is in the air. 
 
Masterpieces from Bach to Beethoven  
plus eight H+H premieres, all performed 
with H+H’s trademark freshness and  
vitality.

Subscribe now to H+H’s 208th Season!

LEARN MORE AT 

handelandhaydn.org or 617.266.3605
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“ With the intimate venue, we watch  
the show unfold around us. Lyric Stage 
brings new plays and stories to Boston 
and we are happy to support the 
theater with a legacy gift.”

Founded in 1974, and in residence at  
140 Clarendon Street since 1991, the Lyric 
Stage is Boston’s longest-serving theatre 
company. Founders’ Club members honor 
this longevity by including the Lyric Stage  
in their estate plan.

Let us know how you’d like to support 
the Lyric Stage’s next 50 years by joining 
the Founders’ Club today. Join us on 
Wednesday, February 8 for a Founders’ Club 
meeting, including a private Zoom chat with 
PRELUDES music director Dan Rodriguez.

Contact Executive Director Matt Chapuran 
at Matt@LyricStage.com for details.

Dominic Carter and Yewande Odetoyinbo in The Light (2022)
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Founders’ Club members Amanda and Randall 
believe in the legacy of live theatre.

Amanda Eckhoff  
and Randall Hall



Generous friends like you advance our mission to produce and present live theatre in Greater Boston 
with an intimate approach that promotes inclusivity and connection. The Lyric Stage leads an effort to 
integrate live theater and theater education into the lives of all residents of greater Boston. We extend 
our sincere thanks to those who make our work possible. Thank you for giving to YOUR theatrical home. 

This list has been updated to reflect gifts through December 14, 2022. For questions, concerns, or 
details, please contact Development@LyricStage.com.

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE 
($25,000+)
Anonymous
The Estate of Joan S. Greenberg
G. Lee & Diana Humphrey
Paul Kastner
Massachusetts Cultural Council
The Shubert Foundation
Sharon & John Parisi
Richard & Susan Smith  
 Family Foundation
Yawkey Foundation

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S  
CIRCLE ($15,000 - $24,999)
Bank of America Charitable  
 Foundation
Don & Nina Berk
David Crandell &  
 Wendy Gutterson
Tim & Linda Holiner
Ron Sudol
Richard & Sally Zeckhauser

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE  
($10,000-$14,999)
Judith & James Barr
BPS Arts Expansion Fund  
 at EdVestors
Brookline Bank
The Church Home Society, Inc.
Mary K. Eliot
Jo-An Rolfe Heileman
James G. Kamitses &  
 Cynthia Bencal
Mifflin Memorial Fund
Physician Management  
 Resources
Joe Richard & René Morrissette
Alice Richmond &  
 David Rosenbloom
Sam & Gretchen Shubrooks
Robert Volante
Mary & Doug Woodruff

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE  
($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous (2)
Howard & Katherine Aibel  
 Foundation
Ernesto & Melissa Anguilla
Bessie Pappas Charitable  
 Foundation
Richard & Carol Daynard
JoAnne Dickinson &  
 John Dickinson Eaton

Amanda Eckhoff & Randall Hall
First Republic Bank
Glenda & Bob Fishman
Susan H. Gassett & Rick Dennen
Joseph Gimbel & Joanne Strobel
Hamilton Company Charitable  
 Foundation
The Helen G. Hauben  
 Foundation
Bruce Hauben & Joyce Brinton
Karen Johansen &  
 Gardner Hendrie
David R. Miller &  
 Ruth P. Hertzman-Miller
Jan & Stuart Rose
Elyse & Donald Schuerman
Richard & Mary Scott
State Street Bank Foundation
Tiny Tiger Foundation

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE 
($2,500-$4,999)
Diane & Fred Berk, In Honor of  
 Nina & Don Berk
Carol J. Bresler &  
 Carolyn A. Billinghurst
The Bresler Foundation, Inc.
Katharine Burkhart
Peggy Davis
Robert Kuhn & Darcy Devney
Google, Inc.
Garth & Lindsay Greimann
Massachusetts Convention  
 Center Authority
Massachusetts Development  
 Finance Agency
Jo Frances Meyer
Stephen & Margaret Ober
The Rodgers Family Foundation
Megan Rokop
Richard Rousseau
Allison K. Ryder &  
 David B. Jones
Mary & Larry Shaw
Jean Walsh & Graham Davies
David & Deborah Wang
Ruth Rotundo Whitney
Christopher R. Yens &  
 Temple Gill
Michael Zody 

GUEST’S CIRCLE  
($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous (2)
Cynthia Aber
Peter Ambler & Lindsay Miller

Mary Antes
Patricia Aronson
Lee & Michael Behnke
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Bona Fide Masks Corp.
Jazzmin G. Bonner
Jonathan & Dixie Borus
Cara & Tony Casendino
Matt Chapuran &  
 Michelle LeBlanc
The James D. & Veronica E.  
 Chesterton Family  
 Foundation
Carolee Coleman
Michael Connery
Charles & Nancy Curtiss
Jean Chapuran Durling,  
 In Honor of Matt Chapuran
William & Susan Fink
Peter & Myrna Finn
Elaine Fong & Leon Yankwich,  
 In Honor of Janet Spitz
Ray & Joan Green
Sarah & Eric Hanselman
Vanessa Hayden
Tom & Nancy High
Agnes & John Howell
Andrea Humez
Ruth A. Hunter
Edgar Knudson & Louis Mula
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Will & Anastasia Lyman
Somerled Arts/Macdonald CGF
Jack & Dottie MacKeen
Sharon A. Miller
Martha C. Narten
Louis & Deidre O’Brien Pepi
Carol O’Hare &  
 Walter McDonald
Arthur & Athena Papas
Gustavo Pena & Kerry Weiss
Carla Pepka
Timothy Markoe Rivinus
Jean Rosenberg &  
 Peter Southwick
Susan & Michael Scott
Marilyn M. Shesko
Gayle Smalley & Judith Curby
Janet Spitz & Steve Truslow
David & Ann St. Germain
Samuel Stern &  
 Charlotte Chase
Jan & Chris Swain
The Village Bank
Joelle & Harvey Wartosky

Jo Wellins, In Honor of  
 DG & HG Wellins
Jane & Michael Wojcik
Drs. Katharine & Marshall Wolf

DONOR’S CIRCLE  
($500-$999)
Anonymous, In Memory of  
 Larry Cohen
Sydney & Norman Abend
Margaret Avery
Michael Aylward
Jeannine M. Ayotte
Edye & Bob Baker
James Berriman
Edward Boesel
Gregg & Nell Borgeson,  
 In Honor of Audrey VanDuyn  
 & Annabel Margolis
Susan Brown
Marianne Callahan
Don & Susan Casey
Sasha Castroverde
Carmen Chan
Nancy & Ron Chapuran
Ellen Colton
Kristina Creque
Sarah E. deLima
Judy Dillman
Zach & Willis Durant-Emmons
Eastern Bank Charitable  
 Foundation
Alain & Rebecca Eudaric
Walter Fey & Jan Bergstrom
Elaine & Kevin Foley
Donald Goldstein
Philip & Barbara Graceffa
Christine Dugan &  
 Frank Graves
Sylvia E. Green, In Honor of  
 Malcolm C. Green
Grace & Bill Gregor
G. Neil & Anne Harper
Gordon Holmes
Emily Anne & Jeffrey Jacobstein
Paul & Alice Johnson
Chris & Joanne Johnston
Alexandra Pollard &  
 Jeffrey Kapell
Carol & Jim Kent
Joan Kinne
Susan A. Lester
Peter Loewinthan
Richard & Beth McLaughry
John & Judith Mitchell
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Courtney O’Connor
Frank Neely & Ron Parmakis
Leslie Newman & Mike Caruso
Lowell Partridge
Bob & Jackie Pascucci
Daniel Penni
Andrea & Russel Pergament
Helen C. Powell
Joe Quinn & Diane Juliar
David Reiner & Cynthia Eid
Laura Rosen
Carol & Wally Rowe
David & Ann St. Germain
Salesforce
Schrupka Fund
The Ellen L. Simons Fund at  
 The Boston Foundation
William & Margaret Smith
Hannah Taytslin &  
 Michael Devine
Steve & Donna Tritman
Gary Valaskovic
Ellen Westheimer
Mary Allen Wilkes
Wilson Butler Architects, Inc.
Christina Young &  
 Michael Sampson
Linda & Mark Zaitlin

SUPPORTER’S CIRCLE  
($250-$499)
Anonymous (4)
Miki C. Akimoto
Nathalie Alpert, In Honor of  
 Jennifer Alpert
Berndt Anderson
Sandy & Jim Annis
Apple Inc.
David & Ann Marie Asadoorian
Dr. Nancy & Christopher Baker
Robert & Lei Sun Berk
Barry Bluestone
Garen Bohlin &  
 Diana Sorensen
Margaret Brooke
Janet Burns
Victor & Mary Calcaterra
June Carter &  
 Barbara Fragopoulos
Barry P. Chaiken, MD
Suzanne Chapman
Ellen Clark
Renate Clasby
Leslie Colello
James Collins
Paul A. Curtis
Jon & Kim Davis
Mary Kay & David Donovan
Lee Emerson
Jane & Arnold Epstein
Elaine Epstein & Jim Krachey
Martha Erickson, In Memory of  
 Karen S. Sturges
Phyllis & Sumner Fanger
Mark Farber & Sherry Katz

Kevin Fennessy
Susan Fliegel, In Memory of  
 Dr. Harold Smelson
David & Karen Gaylin
Chris Gaucher &  
 Roger Ferguson, Jr.
Janet Fidelman
David & Karen Gaylin
Roberta Gerson
Sara S. Glidden &  
 Paul A. Perfetti
Laurie Gould
Michael Hall
Jay Hanflig & Donna Sinden
Peter Haydu & Dona Sommers
Laura Hess, in Honor of  
 Elizabeth P. Hess
Eva Herndon
Jessica Herzog
Alan Hirshfeld & Sasha Helper
Clark & Susan Jarvis
Janis Kapler
Carol & Jim Kent
Daniel Kozar
Sharen & Andrew Leonard
Reuel & Malvina Liebert
Barbara Low
David MacDougall
Julia MacLaughlin
David & Kathy Maister
Jorge & Fran Martinez,  
 In Memory of Margarita  
 Damaris Martinez
Lee Martz
Joseph & Evy Megerman
Esther Messing
Joan Moynagh & Adam Sholley
Michele A. Mulvaney
Tom Norris
Patrick & Lynn O’Shea
PayPal Giving Fund
Benjamin & Sylvia Perlman
Bob & Paula Pickett
Margaret White Plum
Terry & Maggie Rioux
Douglas Shaheen &  
 James Rodenmacher
Carol Rosensweig &  
 Charlene Grant
Roland W. Roy
Roberta Rubin & Don Abrams
Susan E. Rudd
Sherry Ryder
Alan & Leslie Schwartz
Jacqueline Shina
Andrea Shirley &  
 Joyce Richmond
Chuck Schwager & Jan Durgin
Carole & Jack Skowronski
Barbara & Alan Smith
Sandra Spanier &  
 Charles Merrill
Nancy Stauffer &  
 Jeffrey Hughes

Martha Stearns
Marylen Sternweiler
Emily & Andrea Stidsen
Sandra & Philip Stymfal
Thomas Chesterton &  
 Janice Tilson
Robert & Leslie Turner
Patricia Vinter
Donna L. Wade
Janice Wester
Jerry & Barbara Wood
Sonja Yates
The Zar-Kessler Family Fund
Robert & Shirley Zimmerman
Elizabeth & Andrew Zucker

FRIEND’S CIRCLE  
($100-$249)
Anonymous (4)
Rosalie Abrams
Laura Adams
Rosanna Alfaro
Kathleen Almand
Joel & Judith Alson
Ameriprise Financial
Miriam Marie Ariel
Judy & Bob Azanow
Chris Bailly
Paula G. Barta &  
 William Lee Roberts
Marcia Bartusiak &  
 Steve Lowe
Leah Berk
Betty Blume & Cyrus Hopkins
Victor & Iona Bonneville
Lynn Borkowski
Susan Britt
Marian Bruins
Fred Brustman
Victor & Mary Calcaterra
Charles R. Carr
Arthur Carver
Ralph Chadis
David Chosiad &  
 Paula Thompson
Alden Clark
David Clark &  
 Dr. Sara Lundquist
Dorothy Clawson
Theodore & Carolyn Colton
Gretchen Conklin
John Cornwell
Paula V. Cortes
Diane Cronin
Harold S. Crowley, Jr.
Yashoda Dadkar
Susan D’Arcangelo
Debbi Darling
Rochelle Dein
Donald E. Denniston
Paula & Ralph Dinneen
Janet Distasio
Philip Dooher
Joan Doucette
Edward & Monica Driggers

Joan Dubis
Peter & Jana Dublin
John M. Dugan &  
 Carol Baffi-Dugan
Lisa Dyen
Scott Edmiston
Ron & Zina Eisenberg
Norma Elias & Saul Toby
Deanne England
Maria E. Epsimos
Carol & Lewis Epstein
Roxanne Etmekjian
Doug Evans & Donald Eunson
Anne Exter & Lance Kawesch
Fran & Gary Feldman
Bill & Carol Fenniman
Bill & Antoinette Fidler
Jerry Fielder
Norma Finkelstein &  
 Michael Brower
Lisa & Barry Fireman
Sarah Fisher
Tom Formicola &  
 Lenny Goldstein
Marjorie & Donald Forté
Frances Francis
Linda & John Freeman
Mary M. French
Alan & Deborah Friedman
Louise Friel
David Friend
“Women’s Night Out” Friends,  
 In Memory of Irene Sloat
Sarah Gallivan
Judith Ganz & Lawrence Gray
Paul V. Garrity
Nancy Gertner
Edward & Julie Ginsburg
Steve Godfrey
Charles Golay
Janet Goldenberg
Jeffery Gray
Ann Green
Linda & Stephen Greyser
Jeffrey Guenette, In Memory  
 of Margarita Martinez
Ragnhild Gundersen
Merna Guttentag
Bill & Susan Hadge
Lynn Ann Hajducky, In Memory  
 of Dollina Borella
Philip & Mary Hamilton
Laura Hargrove
James Harper
J. William Harris &  
 Terry K. Rockefeller
Robert & Penny Herbert
Laura & William Hess, In Honor  
 of Elizabeth P. Hess
Thomas & Elizabeth Hess
Steve Hoffman
Bill & Sandy Horne
John Hull
Diane Jacobs
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Mark Jahnke
Kirk James
Will Jennings-Hess
Karl & Christine Johnson
Bill Kadish & Marie Hobart
Joseph & Ana Impellizeri
Anne Kelly
Doreen Killkelley
Sima Kirsztajn
Richard & Anita Korzeniewski
Jacqueline Kovacs & Allen Post
Charlotte Knox &  
 Kenneth Stein
Tina Lieu
Alexander Nedzel & Susan 
Kruger-Nedzel, In Honor of  
 the Lyric Stage Staff
Gail & Elliott Laffer
Joanne Laptewicz-Ryan
Pam LaRue
Bernadette M. Leber, MD
Rebecca A. Lee
Maria Liebhauser
Sharen & Andrew Leonard
James Lerner
Elaine P. Levine 
Ronald & Sandra Levy
Helen & Warren Lewis
Victoria Liebetrau
Lois L. Lindauer & Bill Seltz
Linda & Jack Lola
Ann Loudermilk, In Memory of  
 William “Billy Jak” Jakielaszek
Susan Loveland &  
 Douglas Hodes
Cynthia G. Lovell
Claron Lunt
Marge MacEvitt
Charles MacLeod
Sue Maren
Judith Marino
Deena Matowik
Patricia Mazza
Anne McKinnon & Jeffrey Ferris
Kathleen McCormack
Rosa Maria McLaughlin
James McSweeney
Lynn McWhood
Frank Mead & Penny Bragonier
Katalin Mitchell
Brett & Julia Miwa
Mayo & Daniel Morgan
Elizabeth Murray
Sally Muspratt
Judith Myerson
Greg Nash
Linda & Steve Nathanson
Leslie Nelken
Dr. Linda Nelson
Atheline Nixon
Joseph & Anne O’Connor
Pamela Oliver & Mark Whittaker
Nancy Olson
Patrick & Lynn O’Shea

Elaine & Joe Paster
Tom Peckham & Ellen Petersen
Karen Perlow & Dale Place
Kevin Peterovek
Michael Pevzner
Susan & Paul Phaneuf,  
 In Memory of Dollina Borella
Harold Picken
Linda Pierre
Kenneth & Judith Pogran
Jacqueline Kovacs & Allen Post
Ruth Powell
Donna P. Prince
Sue Prindle
Catherine Racer
Susan Richards
Bruce & Nina Robertson
Robert & Mary Rose
Melissa Roulleau
Sarah E. Rowley
Allison K. Ryder &  
 David B. Jones
William & Jacki Santoro
Dick & Dot Santos
Leslie Sargent &  
 David Roseman
Carl Saslow
Carolyn Saxon-Ruccio
Richard Schroeder & Jane Burns
Joel Schwartz
Kenneth & Cynthia Scott
Susan & Michael Scott
The Seletsky Family
Barbara Shea
Harvey & Debora Sherman
Zoe Sherman
David W. Shuckra &  
 Clifford S. Wunderlich
Angela Siciliano
Margery Silver
Rita & Harvey Simon
Carole & Jack Skowronski
William & Margaret Smith
Sarah Spillane
Chris Stanley & Taurus Bennett
Susan Stewart
Shannon Stiles
Susan & John Strand
Sandra Stymfal
Sarah Syah
Barbara Talcott
David Chosiad &  
 Paula Thompson
Harold Weintraub &  
 Mary Thomsen
Jeffrey Thomson & David Janero
Beth Tobin
Barbara J. Torrey
Jeanne Trubek & Ron Webber,  
 In Honor of Spiro Veloudos
Edmund & Patricia Trudelle
Barbara Truscello
Dawn Tucker
Mary Verhage

Wayne J. Villemez
Beverly & John Wand
Vicki & Philip Webber
Robin Weinberger
Lisa Weidenfeld
Joan & Jerome Weinstein
Murray Wheeler, Jr.
Jerry Wheelock &  
 Elizabeth Wood
Esther C. Williams
Robie & Jane White
Micheline Wu
Judith & Richard Wurtman
Ioannis V. Yannas
Boris & Emma Zbarsky
Nathan Zielonka
Linda & Jerrold Zindler
Gail Zunz

CONTRIBUTOR’S CIRCLE  
($1 - $99)
Anonymous (5)
Deborah Moore Abner
Carol Abraham
Alan Ades
Christopher Affleck
Dr. Michael P. Alexander
Cynthia D. Allen
Angela Arthur
Liana Asim
Rachel Babcock
Alan Badger
Red Barrett
Michael & Kathy Bates
Anne Baynes
Tracy Beck
Jessica Bell
Christina Bellinger
Fred Berman
Phil Berman
Kylie Berry
Renee L. Best-Officer,  
 In Memory of Dollina Borella
Joy Bettencourt
Pamela Bishop
Samuel Blank
Wesley Blauss
Grace Blewer
Chris Blumer
Bryn Boice
Julie Bonenfant
Kristen Boomer
Jen Bowen-Flynn
Noah Braunstein
Katrina Bresse
Ieva Broks
Robert & Marilyn Brooks
Tamar Brown
Joan Bruck
Laurie Brunner
Karen Bryant, In Honor of  
 Allyson Brown
Nathaniel Buckholz
Marjorie Budzynski
Trevor Burnham

H. Paris Burstyn
Hilary Buxton
Catherine Cabrera
Jessie Cali
Dr. Jeanette & Daniel Callahan
Mary Ann Carberry
Shawn Carignan
Marie Cassidy
Dr. Sarah Castricum
Sheila Celata
Barbara Cerasuolo
Connie Chamberlain
Susan Chebookjian
Maryellen Chiariello
Claire Chisholm
Stacy Choi
James Claybourne IV
Cheryl Cochran
Georgianna Collins
Kelly-Jo Conn
Mark Connolly
Richard Connolly
Ryan Connolly
Laura Conrad Mandel
Patricia A. Courtney
James Crissman
Rachael Croce
Amanda J. Crone
Heather Cuevas
David Cunningham
Stephanie Day
Tammi Day
Debra Dayton
Liz Donaldson
Rachael Donnelly
Neal Drobnis
Gavin Drumm
Edward A. Dube
Peter Dudeney
Barbara Duffield
Frank Edwards
Maura Egan
Lauren Elias
Carol Elices
Jenny Elkus
Patricia Epperly
Andy Erickson
Leigh Estabrook
Sophia Evett
Sarah Fader
Geralyn Falco
Paul Fanning
Janice Farrell
Atharine Fender
Vicki Ferri
Lorraine Fine
Susan Fish
Jeannine Fitzgerald
Elizabeth Fogarty
William Folman
Cheryl & Don Fraser
Gilbert Furstenberg
Christopher Gagnon
Chris Gaipo
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Susanna Gallant
Michael Gannon
Helen L. Garrett
James Garside
Francis Gaul
Judith Gentile
Laura Gersch
Peter Gianonatti
Katie Noah Gibson
Terry Anderson Girard
Todd C. Gordon
Stephen Goring
Loretta Greco
Preston Green
Robert Green
Lou Guarino
Alison Guilmette
Olivia Gunthert
Babak Habibi
Todd Michael Hall
Nancy Hammett
Joyce Hannan
Maryellen Hansen
Karen A. Hanson
Stephen Harr
Susan Harrington
Carol Harris
Ramona Hatch
Dr. Therese Hattemer
Lucia Henderson
Daniela Hernandez
Carol Hillman
Jennifer Hogue
William F. Holt
Mark Horrigan
Amy Horsburgh
Kelly Houston
Bonnie Howard
Ronald Hubbard
Eli Intriligator
Jonathan Isaac
Michael Jackman
Chris Jennings
David Jiles
Chadwick Johnson
Rachel Jones
Tuhina Joseph
Petra Joseph
Judith Kamm
Jean Kanarian
Ed Kargir
Diana & Howard Kassler
Deborah Donahue-Keegan
Charles Keefe
James Keegan
Vicky Keiser
Judy Keith
Samantha Kelley
Virginia Kelty
Katrina Kipp
Spencer Kosior
Lewis Kotros
Tony Koziol
Jeffrey Robert Kushner

Janet Lamkin
Paul Lang
Barbara Laronde
Valerie Leiter
Jennifer Levine-Fried
Robert Lexander
Camryn Lezama
David L. Lindsay
Robert Little
Jennifer Lyn Lobo
Aileen Louik
Linda Luke
David & Sandra Lyons
Kenneth McElroy
Anne McKinnen & Jeffrey Ferris
Kathryn McManus
Valerie Madden
Susan E. Maguire
Mal Malme
Joellen Melone
Thomas Mancuso
Cynthia L. Mapes
Laurie Marden
Paulette Marino
Jason Martin
Barbara T. Martin
Jean Martin
Emily Mathews
Mimi Matisse
Laurey Mauck
Susan Mavrinac
Diane McCormack
Marie McDonald
Kenneeth McElroy
Ellen McGarrahan
Melissa Meeker
Joellen Melone
Craig Melzer
Daphne Meredith
Maureen Meredith
Amy Merrill
Martha Merson
Shari Meyer
William Mierse
Mackenzie Miller
Catherine Minnetyan
Robert Mitchell
Glen & Ilyse Mohr
Katrina Moore
John S. Moynihan
Carolyn Murphy
Curtis Nelson
Dr. Linda Nelson
Tessa Newell
Katharine Nicholson
Linda & Bruce Novak
Donna O’Brien
James O’Brien
Meg O’Brien
Tatjana Odrljin
Yoshiko Okazaki
Annemarie Pacheco
James Pachecco &  
 Dianne Sanborn

Florence Parent
A. Constance Parrish
Barbara Ann &  
 Barrie Paster, MD
Richard Pastore
Carrie Patel
Janet & Joel Perlmutter
Penelope & Jim Peters
Mark & Pauline Peters
Brandon Phai
Anne & Bruce Philbrick
John Pierce
Marilyn Plotkins
JoAnne Powers
Dr. Christine G. Price
Susan Prindle
Andrew Razza
Peter Read
Matthew & Christine Reilly
Tatiana Ressler
Daniela Riccardi
Samantha Richert
Stephen Ringlee
Thomas A Rita
Bruce & Nina Robertson
Ms. Barbara E. Rodriguez
Adam Ross
Mark Routhier
Perry Russell
Lisa Ryan
Robert Saltzberg
Aleks Samardzic
Jon Savage
Carolyn Saxon, in Honor of  
 Giving Tuesday
Tomasz Schellenberg
Katherine Schnare
Hannah Schroeder
Kathleen Schwartz
Mary Scudder
Barbara Seidl
Racquel Sherwood
John Shea
Linda & Peter Silverstein
Joseph Silvi
Damon & Laurie Singletary
Martha Sieniewicz
Miranda Slingluff
Carol J. Smith
Stan Smith
James Spall
Cassandra Spratling
Shelby Spaulding
Anirudh Sriram
Marj W. Stark
Felix Steiny
Heather Stern
Janet Stevens
Lauren Stevenson
Gavin Steyn
Derek Strachan
Richard Strickland
Linda & Don Stroeble
Arlene Strom

Suzanne Summerfield
Camilla & Stephen Sutter
Laura Sylvan
Christina Szoka
Mia Tavan
Santiago Taveras
Tracey Tebrow
Brian Tierney
Gary Tirone
Mary Todesco
Jeannette Tracy
Angela Tramontano
Soozen Tribuna
Katrina Tuck
Maureen Tripp
Corinne Valentine
Nina Vansuch
Susan & Larry Vernick
Regine Vital
Alexander Vinitsky
Anthony Visconti
Jasmine Walsh
Laura Walters
Hazel and Jordan Warnick
Leslie Warshaw, In Honor of  
 Spiro Veloudos
Kellie Lynne Waterman
Timothy George Webb
Jason Webb
Matthew Webber
Elizabeth Weilbacher
Douglas Weinstock
Phoebe Wells
Ann Wetstein
Sandra White
Sara G. Withington
Cynthia Williams
Jason Wittrock
Dennie Wolf
Harriet Wong
Mary Dawn Woods
John Woodward, Jr.
Maddie Wright
Deborah Young
Julianne Yazbek
Jeff Zinsmeyer
Dr. Steven A. Zizza



WITH ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BY DOUGLAS CARTER BEANE 

DIRECTED BY

LEIGH BARRETT

MUSIC BY

ALAN MENKEN

And then there were nuns.  
A divine, feel-good musical comedy.

LYRICS BY

GLENN SLATER

BOOK BY

BILL & CHERI  
STEINKELLNER 

MUSIC DIRECTOR

DAVID F. COLEMAN
CHOREOGRAPHY BY

DAN SULLIVAN

2022/23 SEASON SPONSORS:   
Paul Kastner  
G. Lee & Diana Humphrey

CORPORATE PRODUCTION 
SPONSOR: 

PRODUCTION SPONSORS: 
Richard & Sally Zeckhauser 



ABOUT YOUR THEATRICAL HOME:

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces the 
majority of its work at 140 Clarendon Street, the 
historic YWCA Building, which resides on the land  
of the Massachusett and Pawtucket Peoples.

The Massachusett Peoples are the descendants 
of the original people that the English first 
encountered in what is now the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. The Pennacook tribe, sometimes 
called Pawtucket and Merrimack Indians, lived in 
northeastern Massachusetts and southern New 
Hampshire. The Nipmuc Peoples occupied the 
interior portion of what is now Massachusetts 
and parts of Rhode Island and Connecticut. The 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe has inhabited present 
day Massachusetts and Eastern Rhode Island for 
more than 12,000 years.

140 Clarendon Street is also the home of YW Boston, formerly known as the YWCA Boston,  
an organization that was at the forefront of many social movements throughout the history of 
the city of Boston. YWCA Boston was first established in 1866, and began operating out of 140 
Clarendon Street in 1927. YWCA helped propel many programs and initiatives for young women 
across the country, such as sex education, women’s suffrage advocacy, bilingual instruction 
for immigrant women, the International Conference of Women Physicians, and the Interracial 
Seminar. Today, YW Boston’s work focuses on addressing racial and gender inequities through  
a variety of diversity, equity, and inclusion services, youth programming, advocacy, and more.

In 1991, the Lyric Stage moved to 140 Clarendon Street from its former home on Charles Street. 
The current theater and adjacent offices were constructed on the second floor of the building, 
and a fourth floor rehearsal hall was added in 2016.

In 2021, YW Boston and its investment partners sold the building to Beacon Communities,  
who began the process of rehabilitating approximately 50,000 square feet of existing hotel 
and residential spaces into affordable housing units, health and wellness amenities, and offices 
for building management staff which will be operated in partnership with the Pine Street Inn. 
The building will contain approximately 210 apartments (an increase of 92 housing units) all 
of which will be income-restricted to households with incomes at or below 60% of the Area 
Median Income.

As a part of the sale, Beacon Communities and Lyric Stage negotiated a new 19-year lease, 
ensuring that 140 Clarendon Street will be the Lyric Stage’s forever home. 

140 CLARENDON STREET

For more on your visit and how to contact us, box office hours, ticketing &  
performance policies, and other FAQs go to lyricstage.com & click on YOUR VISIT.
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LYRIC STAGE COMPANY OF BOSTON STAFF

Matt Chapuran, Executive Director
Courtney O’Connor, Artistic Director 

Elizabeth Carsley, Development Associate
David D’Agostino, Production Manager
Heather Darrow, Director of Marketing
Sarah Leaf-Herrmann, Director of Development
Chandra Pieragostini, Associate Director of Education
Katherine C. Shaver, Special Projects Manager
Alexandra Smith, Community Programs Manager
Nicolle Mac Williams, Marketing & Development Associate 

Yvonne Murphy, Eva Murray, Michele Proude,  
 City Stage Teaching Artists

Spiro Veloudos, Producing Artistic Director Emeritus

Box Office & Front of House:
Maia Cataldo, Box Office Manager
Elizabeth Carsley, Senior House Manager
Layne Alexandra, Emily Collins, Kaylee Ellis,  
 MJ Jepsen, Jacob Less, Connor Spring  
 Box Office & Front of House Managers 
Anjali Bakhru, Kiyomi Casey, Nora Dexter,  
 Michelle Garcia, Madison Sebastian,  
 Braelyn Spitler, Jillian Sullivan, Jocelyn Wadland,  
 Box Office & Front of House Assistants 

Emeline Shepard, Cherie Laroche, Development Assistants
Angelina DeMonte, Special Projects Assistant
Marieska Luzada, Kandyce Whittingham,  
 Marketing Assistants

Stage Managers 2022/23 Season: 
Lucas Bryce Dixon*, Polly Feliciano*, Emma Hunt,  
 Talene Pogharian*, Nerys Powell*, Josh Rodrigues*,  
 Adele Nadine Traub*

Set Construction:
The scenery for this production was constructed by  
 Wooden Kiwi Productions, LLC.

Additonal Staff:
Melissa Wagner-O’Malley, Graphic Design
Belinda Thresher, Abella Publishing Services

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces 
and presents live theatre in Greater Boston with 
an intimate approach that promotes inclusivity 
and connection. The Lyric Stage leads an effort to 
integrate live theater and theater education into  
the lives of all residents of Greater Boston.

Founded in 1974 by Ron Ritchell and Polly Hogan, 
the Lyric Stage is Boston’s oldest resident theatre 
company. After establishing a loyal following on 
Charles Street, Ron and Polly led a successful 1991 
campaign to create the Lyric Stage’s current home 
on Clarendon Street. Polly was the chief negotiator 
for the NEAT (New England Area Theatres) contract, 
which made it easier for local producers to hire 
members of Actors Equity Association, the union  
for actors and stage managers.

In 1998, Spiro Veloudos was appointed Producing 
Artistic Director. During his tenure, he continued 
Ron and Polly’s commitment to local artists; with 
few exceptions, the theatrical artists that work at 
the Lyric Stage live in the Greater Boston area. 
Spiro also established a reputation for staging large 
musicals in the Lyric Stage’s modest playing space, 
including a signature Sondheim Initiative, which 
covered ten musicals over twenty years. 

In 2016, the Lyric Stage opened Clarendon Hall, 
a year-round rehearsal space. Clarendon Hall is 
available at a subsidized rate to members of the 
Boston Dance Alliance and other arts organizations 
and individuals. 

Theatre-based education has been a core of the 
Lyric Stage’s mission since its founding days. In 
2019, the Lyric Stage merged with City Stage Co. 
and its expanded education programs include 
performances at the Boston Children’s Museum, 
teaching artists working in classrooms in the Boston 
Public Schools, and the Lyric First Page playwriting 
festival for students. 

Following Spiro’s retirement in 2019, the board 
appointed Matt Chapuran as Executive Director, 
and shortly after, Courtney O’Connor was named 
Artistic Director. Their partnership centers Lyric 
Stage in Boston’s theatrical community, introduces 
live theatre to new audiences, and promotes new 
theatrical voices in Boston and nationwide.
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