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COURTNEY O’CONNOR: NILE HAW
VER/NILE SCOTT STUDIOS

FROM THE PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

When I finished reading Angry, Raucous, and Shamelessly 
Gorgeous for the first time, I felt the same sense of disappointment 
that I do when I finish reading a book, watching a favorite new 
series — even coming home from a vacation. These women were 
so smart, so entertaining, and so FUN that I simply didn’t want my 
time with them to be over. 

It’s wonderful when one feels that way, right? Like when you catch 
up with a friend and want the conversation to keep going on and 

on. After a winter of hasty goodbyes on windy street corners, it’s nice to linger and 
share “just one more” quick story or funny thought or just an extra goodbye. 

Plays can be a good friend too. It’s wonderful to revisit the ones we know and love, 
and there’s something thrilling about befriending a new one. A new author, new 
characters, new ideas and thoughts. And like good friends do, they challenge and 
push us to think of things in new ways — to consider new ideas and futures. The 
women in Pearl Cleage’s play do all of this for each other — and for us. I hope you 
enjoy this time with our four new gorgeous friends — I know I will. 

All my best, 

Courtney O’Connor, Producing Artistic Director
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CAST
Patrice Jean Baptiste*...............................................................................................................Anna Campbell
Deannah “Dripp” Blemur............................................................................................................. Kate Hughes
Inés de la Cruz*..............................................................................................................................Betty Samson
Yasmeen Duncan*....................................................................................................... Precious “Pete” Watson

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

Content Warning: Adult language.

Runtime is approximately 100 minutes.  

Dan Rodriguez & Aimee Doherty in Penelope (2026)

GET THE LATEST SCOOP 
and all the inside info by 

joining our email list! 
Sign up today! 

NILE HAW
VER/NILE SCOTT STUDIOS
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KANDYCE W

HITTINGHAMPatrice Jean Baptiste

Deannah “Dripp” Blemur Inés de la Cruz

Cast: Deannah “Dripp” Blemur and Patrice Jean Baptiste (back row);  
Yasmeen Duncan, director Jacqui Parker, and Inés de la Cruz (front row).

IN REHEARSAL
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Patrice Jean-Baptise* (Anna Campbell) 
– Lyric Stage: Trouble In Mind (Wiletta), 
Brokeology (Ruby). The Huntington: The 
Hills of California, The Grove. Central 
Square Theater: Her Portmanteau, Build-
ing the Wall. Actors Shakespeare Project: 

King Hedley, Taming of the Shrew, Coriolanus, Hamlet.  
Commonwealth Shakespeare Company: Henry V. Front 
Porch Arts: Holiday Feast. Her education includes an MA 
in Theater Arts from Trinity Repertory Conservatory, a BA 
in Philosophy and French from Boston University with 
a certificate in French civilization/language from the 
University of Grenoble. Patrice coached Milton Academy’s 
speech and debate program for which she is recognized 
as a Two Diamond Coach by the National Forensic League. 
She plays the piano and is an active salsero. | @pppppatrice

Deannah “Dripp” Blemur (Kate Hughes) 
– Lyric Stage: Debut. Deannah Blemur 
(professionally known as “Dripp”) is a 
Haitian-American performing artist and 
entrepreneur. As the founder and CEO 
of Holos Multimedia, she is dedicated to 

helping music artists build sustainable careers while work-
ing to create a healthier, more equitable music industry. 
Holos Multimedia is Where Creativity & Wellness Coexist! 
Special thanks to her loved ones and community for the 
endless support. Special thanks to Jacqui Parker and Our 
Place Theatre for invaluable training and opportunity | @
theofficialdripp @holosmultimedia.

Inés de la Cruz* (Betty Samson) – Lyric 
Stage: Debut. Teatro Chelsea: Alba (Josefina), 
Sonia Se Fue (Nina/Marta). Wheelock Family 
Theatre: Bud, Not Buddy (Ensemble). The 
Front Porch Arts Collective: Chicken & Bis-
cuits (Brianna). Gloucester Stage: Think of 

Me Tuesday (Delores). Company One: Wolf Play (Robin). TC 
Squared Theatre Company: The Great War Theatre Project: 
The UK Tour (Woman/Soldier). Film and Video: Bailando, 
The Pineapple Diares. Much gratitude to her family and 
friends for their unwavering support and love throughout 
this incredible journey. | @inesdela_cruz.

Yasmeen Duncan* (Pete) – Lyric Stage: 
The Drowsy Chaperone (Trix the Aviatrix). 
SpeakEasy Stage Company: JaJa’s African 
Hair Braiding (Michelle/Chrissy/Laniece). 
Sullivan Rep: Hairspray (Dynamite/Kamilah). 
Trinity Repertory Company: A Christmas 

Carol (u/s Miss Fezziwig, Charwoman). Wheelock Family 
Theatre: Mr. Popper’s Penguins (Puppeteer). Company One: 
The Boy Who Kissed The Sky (Donna/Feedback 2). Umbrella 

Stage: The Color Purple (Church Lady Doris), The Colored 
Museum (Topsy, Janine, Aunt Ethel). Film and Television: 
Whitney Houston: I Wanna Dance with Somebody. Yasmeen 
is an upcoming MFA graduate at Emerson College. Special 
thanks to her mom and all of her family at home in Detroit, 
MI! | @ya.s.meen

Pearl Cleage (Playwright) is an Atlanta-based playwright 
currently serving as Distinguished Artist in Residence 
at The Alliance Theatre. The recipient of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Dramatists Guild, she is also 
Atlanta’s first Poet Laureate. Her plays include Flyin’ West, 
Blues for an Alabama Sky, The Nacirema Society…, What 
I Learned in Paris, and Angry, Raucous, and Shamelessly 
Gorgeous. Her work is anthologized in Flyin’ West and 
Other Plays, published by Theatre Communications Group. 
In addition to the Alliance, Cleage has been widely pro-
duced, including performances at the Goodman Theatre, 
London’s National Theatre, the McCarter Theatre Center, 
Penumbra Theatre, Keen Company, Ford’s Theatre, The 
Huntington, the Guthrie Theater, Kenny Leon’s True Colors 
Theatre, Actor’s Express, the Black Repertory Company, the 
Old Globe, the Negro Ensemble Company, Arena Stage, 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival, the Ensemble Theatre, 
New Federal Theatre, and Actors Theatre of Louisville. 
Her work is widely taught and produced at colleges and 
universities across the country. She is also a performance 
artist working in collaboration with her husband, writer 
Zaron W. Burnett, Jr. Their groundbreaking performance 
work is the subject of a new documentary film Live at Club 
Zebra! directed by Matthew and David Adeboye. Cleage 
and Burnett also collaborated on In My Granny’s Garden, a 
book for young children, which was adapted for the stage 
by Rosemary Newcott and has been performed in Atlanta, 
Chicago, and St. Louis. The author of eight novels, includ-
ing What Looks Like Crazy on an Ordinary Day, a New York 
Times bestseller, Cleage also co-authored with Burnett 
“We Speak Your Names,” a praise poem commissioned 
by Oprah Winfrey. She is currently at work on Off Day at 
Chickens, in collaboration with Burnett and a play with 
music, Letters from Aunt Nina, based on the music and 
memories of Simone’s niece, actor/singer Crystal Fox.

Jacqui Parker (Director) – Lyric Stage: The Light. Hibernian 
Hall: Writing Lab 2022, six short plays. Jacqui is an actor, 
playwright, director and producer. She has performed 
at Lyric Stage Boston, The Huntington, SpeakEasy Stage 
Company, Gloucester Stage Company, Wheelock Family 
Theatre, and theatre companies across the country, includ-
ing, Our Place Theatre Project, where she is the Artistic 
Director. Ms. Parker has won numerous awards, including 
the Boston Theatre Hero Award, the Elliott Norton Award, 



8          WHO’S WHO * Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

and several Independent Reviewer of New England Awards 
as well as several community leadership awards, including 
the DRYLONGSO Award for her work in the struggle for 
racial equality. “The stage is a sacred place and one of our 
greatest gifts.” 

Janie E. Howland** (Scenic Design) – Favorite Lyric shows: 
Rooted, Thirst, Anna Christie, Sweeney Todd. Credits include: 
Willamette University (OR) where she taught and designed 
Far Away, and Bloom Bloom Pow. Recent productions: Bon-
nie & Clyde (The Rev, NY), Rent (Hartt School, CT), Barefoot in 
the Park (Barnstormers, NH), Urban Nutcracker (City Ballet 
of Boston). Venues include Trinity Rep, SpeakEasy Stage 
Company, Umbrella Stage, InterAct Theatre (PA), Southwark 
Playhouse (UK), Berkshire Opera Festival, Mass MOCA, 
Reagle Music Theatre, Central Square Theater, Wheelock 
Family Theatre, New Repertory Theatre, Actors' Shakespeare 
Project, Weston Playhouse (VT), Company One, Gloucester 
Stage. 2024 recipient of Elliot Norton Award for Sustained 
Excellence, eight prior design awards, adjunct faculty at 
Wellesley College. | janiehowland.com | USA Local 829.

Chelsea Kerl (Costume Design) – Lyric Stage: ART, Ken 
Ludwig’s The Game’s Afoot: Holmes for the Holidays, 
Rooted, The Treasurer, Twelfth Night, Warrior Class. The 
Huntington: Witch (Elliot Norton Award Winner, Outstand-
ing Design, Large Theatre). SpeakEasy Stage Company: 
Cost of Living, Once on This Island, Pass Over. Wheelock 
Family Theatre: Willy Wonka, James and the Giant Peach. 
Chelsea is a Boston-based freelance artist and educator; 
she received her MFA in Costume Design from Boston 
University and previously attended the University of 
Maryland, where she received degrees in Theatre and Eng-
lish. Chelsea is the costume shop manager and costume 
design professor at Wellesley College; she also teaches at 
Bridgewater State University and has often worked in the 
costume shop of the American Repertory Theater. More 
of her work can be seen at chelseakerl.com.

Karen Perlow** (Lighting Design) – Lyric Stage favorites: 
Anna Christie, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Hold These Truths, 
The Wolves, Death of a Salesman, Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf, Miss Witherspoon. SpeakEasy Stage Company: A 
Man of No Importance, The Inheritance, Once, The History 
Boys, Admissions, Violet, Shakespeare in Love, Fun Home. 
Merrimack Repertory Theater: The Royale, Native Gardens. 
Actors’ Shakespeare Project: Macbeth, School for Scandal. 
New Repertory Theater: Long Day’s Journey into Night, The 
Lieutenant of Inishmore, Cherry Docs. Odyssey Opera: La 
Belle Helene. Boston Playwrights’ Theatre: Mr. Parent, The 
Farm. Gloucester Stage Company: The Thin Place, Dancing 
at Lughnasa, Jacques Brel. Karen is proud to serve as 
the treasurer of the Theater Community Benevolent 

Fund tcbf.org. When not in the theater, she can be found 
teaching adult ESOL through the YMCA. | abouttheartists.
com/artists/329435-karen-perlow | USA Local 829.

Aubrey Dube (Sound Design) – Lyric Stage: Crumbs 
From the Table of Joy, Trouble in Mind, Lyric Back Stage: 
Made You Look and Party Bots. The Huntington: Clyde’s, 
The Bluest Eye, Joe Turner’s Come and Gone, Fat Ham. 
Gloucester Stage Company:  Paradise Blue, The Thin Place. 
New Repertory Theater: Trayf, Good. Moonbox Productions: 
Queens, Torch Song. PTP/NYC: Vinegar Tom, Monster, 
Serious Money, Pentecost. Boston Playwrights’ Theatre: 
Winter People. Umbrella Theatre: Fences. SpeakEasy Stage 
Company: POTUS. Company One: Downtown Crossing, 
Vietgone. Boston Center for American Performance: A 
Taste of Honey. Suffolk University: Cymbeline, Pilgrims 
of the Night. Brandeis University: Orlando. Northeastern 
University: Antipodes, Love and Information, As You Like It, 
Sensitive Guys. Boston University: Delirium, Daddy Issues, 
The Hothouse. Aubrey hosts a soccer show on YouTube 
called @footballpowerhour and he lives in Boston.

Julia Wonkka (Props Artisan) – Lyric Stage: A Sherlock 
Carol (Props Artisan). Umbrella Stage: The Counter (Scenic/
Props Designer), Tick, Tick…Boom!, The Spitfire Grill, The 
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Minutes (Props/Set Dressing). Central Square Theater: 
The Hound of the Baskervilles, Your Town (Scenic/Props 
Designer), Silent Sky, Her Portmanteau, SPACE, Beyond 
Words, Machine Learning, The Rocky Horror Show, 
Perestroika (Props Artisan). Moonbox Productions: Guts, 
Legally Blonde (Props Designer), The Hub: Tartuffe, Burn 
This (Props Master). Spindrift Theater: My Mama and the 
Full Scale Invasion (Scenic Designer). SpeakEasy Stage 
Company: Primary Trust (Associate Scenic Designer). 
Emerson Stage: Are You Someone to Somebody? (Scenic/
Props Designer), Three Romances… (Scenic Designer).

Nerys Powell* (Production Stage Manager) – Lyric Stage: 
Our Town, Crumbs From the Table of Joy, Urinetown: the 
Musical, The Drowsy Chaperone, Sister Act, The Great Leap, 
Fabulation, Or the Re-Education of Undine, The Light, 
The Book of Will, The Last Five Years, Be Here Now, The 
Treasurer, Agatha Christie's Murder on the Orient Express. 
SpeakEasy Stage/Somerled Arts: Bound for Boston, The 
Museum of Broken Relationships. Umbrella Stage: Where 
We Belong. | @nerysp

Charlie Berry (Assistant Stage Manager) – Lyric Stage/
Backstage: Envy & Hope, Senior Year Project, The Great 
Reveal, Party Bots, Made You Look, Ken Ludwig’s The Game’s 

Afoot, The Light. The Huntington: Fun Home, The Hills of 
California, The Light in the Piazza, The Band’s Visit, Prayer 
for the French Republic. Company One: The Great Privation, 
The Meeting Tree, Morning, Noon, and Night. American 
Repertory Theatre: Diary of a Tap Dancer. SpeakEasy 
Stage Company: Pru Payne. Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company: The Winter’s Tale, Macbeth. North End Music 
& Performing Arts Center: Orfeo ed Euridice, Le Nozze di 
Figaro. Education: BFA Stage & Production Management, 
Emerson College. Special thanks to their friends’ cats that 
decorate their black clothing with fur for every show!

Courtney O’Connor (Producing Artistic Director) – Court-
ney joined the full-time staff of the Lyric Stage in 2018 and 
was named Artistic Director in 2020. She has directed sev-
eral pieces for the Lyric Stage, including Be Here Now, The 
Book of Will, Preludes, Rooted, Assassins, Thirst, Urinetown: 
The Musical, ART, Our Town, and Penelope. Courtney was 
a senior affiliated faculty member in Performing Arts 
at Emerson College for more than 20 years. In addition 
to directing for theatres and universities, Courtney has 
directed multiple site-specific productions at locations, 
including the Senate Chamber of the Massachusetts State 
House, Mount Auburn Cemetery, and Boston’s Old State 



House (all with Plays in Place). Through her work with the 
Coyote Theatre Project, she oversaw the creation of more 
than 200 new 10-minute plays written by youths from 
Boston. Courtney received the Elliot Norton Award for 
Assassins and The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby 
and the Alan L. Stanzler Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Alex Chisholm (Managing Director) – Alex joined Lyric 
Stage in 2023 as Director of Philanthropy before assum-
ing the role of Managing Director this season. He has 
also served as Marketing Director of the Rose Theatre 
in Kingston upon Thames, southwest London. Over the 
past 30 years, Alex has applied research around emerg-
ing technologies and changing markets to strengthen 
audience and consumer engagement across a variety 
of commercial, cultural, and educational organizations, 
including Pret A Manger, NBC Universal, Leapfrog, Royal 
Shakespeare Company, Electronic Arts, Katz Media, Wells 
Cathedral, and Boston Children’s Hospital.

*Actors’ Equity Association (Equity) founded in 1913, 
represents more than 51,000 professional actors and 
stage managers nationwide. Equity seeks to foster the 
art of live theatre as an essential component of society 
and advances the careers of its members by negotiating 

wages, improving working conditions and providing a wide 
range of benefits, including health and pension plans. 
Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated 
with FIA, an international organization of performing arts 
unions. | actorsequity.org

**United Scenic Artists (USA-Local 829) is a labor union 
and professional association of Designers, Artists, Crafts-
people, and Department Coordinators, organized to 
protect craft standards, working conditions and wages 
for the entertainment and decorative arts industries. The 
members work in film, theatre, opera, ballet, television, 
industrial shows, commercials, and exhibitions. The cur-
rent active membership totals over 5,000. | usa829.org

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF 
Roisin Daly, Wardrobe Supervisor
Narissa "Nars" Kelliher, Head Electrician
Zachariah Rosenbaum, Audio Supervisor
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Play a 
Starring 

Role
Spring is that 

exciting time of 
year when we  
share news of 

what’s ahead and 
invite audiences 
to make plans to 
join us for a new 

season.

NILE HAW
VER/NILE SCOTT STUDIOS

Paul Melendy in A Sherlock Carol (2025)

As we get ready to announce 
the great stories we’ll be staging 
in 2026-2027, we invite you to 
consider playing a starring role as  
a Season or Production Sponsor.
Ticket sales cover roughly 50% of 
total production costs. Sponsors 
generously provide the balance and 
enable us to make theatre magic 
for Boston audiences. 
Sponsor benefits include 
complimentary tickets for friends 
and family, exclusive invitations 
to meet the cast and creative 
team, and acknowledgment in all 
production marketing materials, 
among others.
Opportunities range from 
$2,500 to $25,000. You can be a 
marquee Production Sponsor or a 
celebrated Director, Cast, Design, 
and Choreography Sponsor. 
Play your role in what promises  
to be an epic season!
If you’re interested in learning 
more and getting a preview 
of what’s ahead, contact Alex 
Chisholm, Managing Director, at 
alex_chisholm@lyricstage.com.
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Your experience can 
reach beyond your time 
at the theater.  

READ WITH US
Things I Should Have Told My Daughter: Lies, Lessons & Love Affairs by  
Pearl Cleage (playwright)

This intimate and often funny biography has Pearl Cleage bringing readers back  
to the 1970s and 1980s as she balances a career while advocating for political and 
feminist issues, caring for a young daughter, and finding time to write and pursue  
her dreams of becoming a writer. 

LISTEN WITH US
Listen to our Spotify playlist curated by our staff, cast, and team 
that takes inspiration from the themes, emotions, and characters of 
Angry, Raucous, and Shamelessly Gorgeous. 

 Scan QR code to our Spotify playlist

BEYOND 
THE STAGE

AT
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The Boston theatre  
community is resilient,  
but more importantly, it supports its members. 
Your gift today will directly help artists in 
times of hardship. 

For more information (and  
to APPLY for funding relief),  
visit tcbf.org.

WANT TO SUPPORT  
ARTISTS IN NEED? 
DONATE TO TCBF.

Scan to Donate



We promote inclusivity & connection  
in an effort to integrate live theater 

 into the lives of all residents 
 of Greater Boston. 

for All

Aimee Doherty & the cast of Hello, Dolly! (2025)
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DID YOU KNOW?  
Lyric Stage is available to rent for your next 

corporate event, artist rehearsal, or meeting 
location? Our 244-seat theater along with 

our rehearsal studio, Veloudos Hall, are great 
options for anyone looking for the perfect 

venue to fit all your needs.

Click here 
for more 

information!
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Founder’s Circle  
($50,000+)
Howard Cohen &  
	 Myra Musicant
Daniel W. Greenwood
The Estate of Margaret &  
	 Robert Raymond
The Estate of  
	 Marylen Sternweiler

Playwright’s Circle  
($25,000-$49,999)
Nina & Don Berk
Mary Ellen Kiddle
The Shubert Foundation

Artistic Director’s Circle 
($15,000-$24,999)
James G. Kamitses &  
	 Cynthia Bencal
Richard & Mary Scott
Sam & Gretchen Shubrooks
Ron Sudol

Producer’s Circle  
($10,000-$14,999)
Judith & James Barr
Beacon Bank
Michael Roitman &  
	 Emily A. Karstetter
Jean Walsh &  
	 Graham Davies

Director’s Circle  
($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous
Patricia Aronson
Richard & Carol Daynard
JoAnne Walton Dickinson &  
	 John E.R. Dickinson
Helen & Herman Gimbel  
	 Charity Fund
Google, Inc.
Jo-An Rolfe Heileman
Thomas Kelly & 
	 Victoria Fremont
Kristina Lukas &  
	 Kevin Sullivan Family
Massachusetts Cultural Council
David R. Miller & Ruth 
Hertzman-Miller
Joseph Richard &  
	 René Morrissette
Jan & Stuart Rose
Elyse & Don Schuerman
Debra & John Sculley
Mary & Larry Shaw
Madelyn & Paul Sorensen
Tiny Tiger Foundation
Sue & Steve Wilchins
Mary & Doug Woodruff

Designer’s Circle  
($2,500-$4,999)
Anonymous
Diane & Fred Berk, in honor  
	 of Nina & Don Berk

Carol J. Bresler &  
	 Carolyn Billinghurst
Michael Connery &  
	 Gene Marley III
David Crandell &  
	 Wendy Gutterson
Ethan & Amy  
	 D’Ablemont-Burnes
Glenda & Bob Fishman
Sarah & Eric Hanselman
Bob Kuhn, in memory of  
	 Darcy Devney
John & Judith Mitchell
Michele Mulvaney
Lowell Partridge
Julie Rohwein &  
	 Jonathan Aibel
Allison K. Ryder &  
	 David B. Jones
David Shuckra
Daniel Sternberg
Bonnie Wellins &  
	 John McNamara, in memory  
	 of DG Wellins
Jo Wellins, in memory of 
 DG Wellins
Ruth Rotundo Whitney
Michael Zody

Actor’s Circle  
($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous 
Jacquelin & Robert Apsler
Andrew & Darina Chesterton

Margaret P. Davis
Mary K. Eliot
Alain & Rebecca Eudaric
William & Susan Fink
Ann Gallo
David & Karen Gaylin
Mark Glasser
Garth & Lindsay Greimann
Serena & Brent Hall
Ruth A. Hunter
Edgar Russell Knudson &  
	 Louis Peter Mula, Jr.
Michelle Lavers
Anita Lincoln
Will & Anastasia Lyman
Wendy & Bob MacDonald
Jack & Dottie MacKeen
Julie Anne Meadows
Jo Frances Meyer, in honor of  
	 Stuart & Jan Rose
Sharon A. Miller
Martha C. Narten
Arthur & Athena Papas
Alice Richmond & David  
	 Rosenbloom, in honor of  
	 Nina Berk & Courtney  
	 O’Connor
Kathleen & William Rousseau
Roland W. Roy
Marilyn Shesko
Janet Spitz & Stephen Truslow
David & Ann St. Germain
Alexander Turchin
Robert & Leslie Turner
Mary Verhage
Joelle & Harvey Wartosky
Suzanne Posner, Terry Chen  
	 Rothchild, Betty Waxman &  
	 Loretta Wieczner, in honor of  
	 Howard Cohen &  
	 Myra Musicant
Marilyn Wright
Christopher R. Yens &  
	 Temple Gill

Generous friends like you advance our mission to produce and present live theatre in Greater Boston with an 
intimate approach that promotes inclusivity and connection. The Lyric Stage leads an effort to integrate live 
theatre and theatre education into the lives of all residents of greater Boston. We extend our sincere thanks  
to those who make our work possible. Together we can. 
This list has been updated to reflect gifts through March 5, 2026. For questions, concerns, or details, 
please contact Elizabeth_Carsley@lyricstage.com. 

SEASON SPONSORS THE POLLY & SPIRO ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE FUND
Tim & Linda Holiner
Diana Humphrey
Paul Kastner
Sharon & John Parisi

Carmen S. Chan
Andrew & Darina Chesterton
Robert & Iris Fanger,  
	 in memory of Spiro Veloudos  
	 & Polly Hogan
Elizabeth Gotha, in memory  
	 of Spiro Veloudos
Sylvia E. Green, in honor  
	 of Malcolm C. Green

Elaine Levine
Barbara Low
Sam & Gretchen Shubrooks
Jean Rosenberg &  
	 Peter Southwick
Drs. Katharine &  
	 Marshall Wolf
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Apprentice’s Circle  
($500-$999)
Anonymous
Mary & John Antes
Jeannine Ayotte
Marcia Bartusiak & Steve Lowe
Anne Bishop
Dixie & Jon Borus
Bill Bulkeley
Marianne Callahan
Sasha Castroverde
Carmen S. Chan
Jon & Kim Davis
Judy Dillman
Annette DiMascio
Zach & Willis Durant-Emmons
Norma Elias & Saul Toby
Elaine Epstein & Jim Krachey
Laurie Gould
Grace & Bill Gregor
Jeffrey Guenette, in memory of  
	 Margarita Martinez
Tom & Nancy High
Susan Hunziker
Michelle Landers
Richard & Beth McLaughry
“The Walking Group”  
	 Chana Meyer, Carol Singer,  
	 Lynda Fink, Susan Levin,  
	 Ruth Nemzoff, in honor of  
	 Howard Cohen &  
	 Myra Musicant
Katalin Mitchell
Betsy Munzer
Frank Neely & Ron Parmakis
Alexandra Pollard &  
	 Jeffrey Kapell
Gayle Smalley & Judith Curby
Janetta Stringfellow
Jan & Chris Swain
Donna Wade
Ellen Westheimer
Jerry Wheelock &  
	 Elizabeth Wood
James & Jean Wood
Boris Zbarsky &  
	 Emma Zbarsky
Robert & Shirley Zimmerman

Supporter’s Circle  
($250-$499)
Anonymous
Joel Abrams

Laura K. Beasley-Topliffe
Tracy & Courtney Beck
Susan Britt
Janet Burns
Victor & Mary Calcaterra
Matthew Carr
George Chin
Leslie Colello
Paula Cortes
Marybeth Duffy
Anne Exter & Lance Kawesch
Robert & Iris Fanger, in  
	 memory of Spiro Veloudos  
	 & Polly Hogan
Ronald Feinstein, in honor of  
	 Myra Musicant &  
	 Howard Cohen
Gary & Frances Feldman
Chris Gaucher &  
	 Roger Feguson, Jr.
Amy Gitlin
Sara S. Glidden &  
	 Paul A. Perfetti
Mary & Steven Goldring
Elizabeth Gotha, in memory  
	 of Spiro Veloudos
Alison Hall
J. William Harris &  
	 Terry K. Rockefeller
Bruce Hauben & Joyce Brinton
Peter Haydu & Dona Sommers
Stephen H Hill
Jeffrey Hughes &  
	 Nancy Stauffer
Joseph & Ana Impellizeri
Paul & Alice Johnson
Jacqueline Kovacs & Allen Post
Susan A. Lester
Barbara Low
Patrick & Lynn O’Shea
Joe Quinn & Diane Juliar
Katharine & William Reardon
Patrick Rivelli
Jean Rosenberg &  
	 Peter Southwick
Roberta Rubin & Don Abrams
Dick & Dot Santos
Ms. Mary C. Savini
The Schrupka Fund
Alan & Leslie Schwartz
Ellen L. Simons
Barbara & Alan Smith
Beverly & John Wand

Drs. Katharine & Marshall Wolf
The Zar-Kessler Family
Huimin Zhao

Friend’s Circle  
($100-$249)
Anonymous (2)
Deborah Abbott
Lillian Sober Ain
Carmen Aliber, in honor of  
	 Marvin & Barbara Fox’s  
	 70th Wedding Anniversary
Berndt Anderson
Sandy & Jim Annis
William C. Barnert
Wesley & Joanne Blauss
Sarah Blume, in honor of  
	 Aimee Doherty
Victor & Iona Bonneville
Rhys V. Bowen &  
	 Rebecca Snow
Laura Brewer
Tamar Brown
Bill & Marian Bruins
Lonni & Steve Campbell
Charles R. Carr
Bernadette & Bob Carsley
Ralph Chadis
Matt Chapuran &  
	 Michelle LeBlanc
Elinore Charlton
Theo & Tamara Cookingham
James Copper
Christine & David Cunningham
Sandra & Doug Dapprich
Katharine Davis
Rochelle Dein
Sarah Delaney
Daniel Dementiev
Paolo DiFabio
Carl & Mary DiMaiti
Boris & Lisa Dubinsky
Gary Duehr
John M. Dugan &  
	 Carol Baffi-Dugan
Jacob Edelman
Andrea & Russel Pergament
Terry & Ann Esvelt
Christine Eyre
Martha Ferko
Ann & Siegfried Fickenwirth
Janet Fidelman
Lisa & Barry Fireman

Alan & Deborah Friedman
Terrance J. Gaetz
Sharon Gershman
Nancy Gertner
Julie Ginsburg
Nancy Gold
Diana Goldfarb
Donald Goldstein
Todd C. Gordon
Jeffery Gray
Stephen Gronberg &  
	 Carol Houde
Philip & Mary Hamilton
Mary and Philip Hamilton
Joan Harrington
Marguerite Heywood
William F. Holt
Donald & Nancy Hunton
Diane Jacobs
Linda Jones
Mary & Robert Kahn
Anne Kelly
Michael J. Klein
Daniel B, Kozar
Gail & Elliott Laffer
Joanne & James Ryan
Heidi Lehner & Paul Milbury
Elaine Levine
Ronald & Sandra Levy
Reuel & Malvina Liebert
Matthew List
Cynthia G. Lovell
David & Sandra Lyons
Barbara P. Madden
James Mallet
Heather & Chris Martino
Margherite Matteis
Patricia Mazza
Diane McCormack
Deborah McElhinney
Richard McGinnis
James McSweeney
Brett & Julia Miwa
Jean P. Moore
Catherine Moritz
John S. Moynihan
Elizabeth Murray
Roberta Myers & Ariel Dagan
Greg Nash
Debora Nickla
Rosemary O’Connell
Joseph & Anne O’Connor
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Pamela Oliver &  
	 Mark Whittaker
John Orenberg
Barbara Palmer
Bill Partridge & Elaine Sullivan
Bob & Jackie Pascucci
Bob & Paula Pickett
Mark J. Powers
Donna Purin
Kigner & Qiu Family
Vimal Raheja
Suzanne Ricco
Roger Riggs
Roselyn Romberg
David Roohy
Gil and Harriet Rosen
Laura Rosen
Meredith Rosenberg
Allan & Debbie Roth
Winnie Sandler
William & Jacki Santoro
Barbara Scafidi
Richard Schroeder &  
	 Dr. Jane Burns
Joel Schwartz
Robert Seiler
Angela Siciliano
Rita & Harvey Simon
Abhijeet Singh
James Spall
Sandra Spanier &  
	 Charles Merrill
Sarah Spillane
Cathy Stern
Robert Stinson
James & Susan Stockard
Ayni Strang
Sandra & Philip Stymfal
Eugene & Meredith Thompson
Jeffrey Thomson &  
	 David Janero
Alan & Susan Tick
Bernard Tobin
Carolyn Trees
Edmond & Patricia Trudelle
Lynn Tucker
Vicki & Phillip Webber
Harold Weintraub & Mary 
Thomsen
Janice Wester
Esther Williams
Jerry & Barbara Wood

Julie Woodall
Patricia & Douglas Woodlock
Sonja Yates
Harvey Young &  
	 Heather Schoenfeld
Nathan Zielonka
Dr. Steven A. Zizza
Gail Zunz

Contributor’s Circle  
($1-$99)
Anonymous
J. Adams
Jon Adler & Jonathan Lewis
Suneet Agarwal
Miki Akimoto
Jonatan Galindo Aleman
Joseph Alen
James & Kimberly Alexander
Jim Alexander
William Alford
Cynthia D. Allen
Arthur Allen
Lauren Allen
Rashed Alnuaimi
Hilary Annino
John Anselmi
Maria Jose Araneda
Janice Armstrong
Linda Arnow
Eileen Bagley
Brad Barber
Hannah Bates
Paul Bea
Danielle Belanger
Katherine Belmont
Dalveen Belyea
Adam Berger
Max & Glenna Bermann
Robert Bienkowski
Katherine Bird
Avery Bleichfeld
Juliette Bloom
Susan Blumenfeld
Michael J Boczenowski
Gregg Borgeson & Meg Bond
Natalia Boukharov
Maurice Bourque
Carla Bradford
John Bramante
Elena Macrae Bramante
Wendy Bramble

Connie Breed
Amelia Broome
Laila Brustin
Mark Bunal
Estelle Burg
Trevor Burnham
Ella Byrne-Cabot
Razvan Carbunescu
Betty Cares
Joan Carlson
Lauren Carter
Judy Castaldi
Kurt & Mary Cerulli
Faith Chandler
David Chappell
Fran Charnas
Barbara Chew
Maryellen Chiariello
Kathryn Childs
David Chosiad & Paula 
Thompson
Andrew Chuman
Ruth Clogston
Kimiko Cohen
Bruce Cohen
Glenna Collett
Mark Connolly
Richard Connolly
Deborah Conover
Craig Conrad
David Cookman
Robert Cope
Barry & Carolyn Copp
Mary Corthell
Jennifer Courtney
Diana S. Crane
Rick Cresta
Matthew G. Croak, in honor of  
	 Richard & Catherine Croak
Jeremy Crockford
Amanda J. Crone
Mecealus Cronkrite
Anne Cullen
Ellen Cutler
Peter Dangoia
Patti Darsigny
Charley & Elaine Davidson
Jack DeGroot
John Delaney
Edmund & Judith Dente
Evelyn Derosa
Vincent DeSantis

Anne Devaney
Isabella Dibona
Peter DiMaggio
Elizabeth Dionne
Zachary Diringer
Debbie Dobbins
Nancy Donahoe
Katherine Donahue
Judi Duveen
Robert Eastman
Mary Elder
Michael Elkin
Robin Ellington
Sandra Elson
Deanne England
Dr. Mark Epstein &  
	 Amoretta Hoeber
Kaylah Facey
Linda Faldetta
Ted Falk
Diana Fang
Susan Fendrick
Deborah Ferrara
Virginia Finnerty-Brooks
Amanda Fisher
Jacqueline Fitzgerald
Benjamin Flax
Meghan Fogarty
Bruce Fortin
David & Susan Foss
Barbara & Marvin Fox
Michael Frank
Maureen Franzosa
Linda & John Freeman
Katherine French
Louise Friel
Tere Gade, in honor of  
	 Michael Kaye
Edward Gagne
Sheila Gallagher
Mary Gatter
Duncan Gilkey
Elizabeth Gilmore
Ann Marie Giovino
Barbara Glicker Havumaki
Christen Glogowski
Patricia Godfrey
Jamie Goldberg
Stephanie Goodman
Catherine Grant
Joseph M. Grant



Sylvia E. Green, in honor of  
	 Malcolm C. Green
Cynthia Green
Marilyn & James Green
Justin Greene
Eric Greimann
Tanya Griffith
Richard Griffith
Nancy Grossman
Elizabeth Grube
Marah Gubar
Nina Hackel
Melody Hadap
Bill & Susan Hadge
Charles Hadrill
Bubba Hagood
Robert Hale
Genevieve Hammond
Carol Hani
Kristen Heinlein
Elizabeth Herstine
Charlotte Heyden
Matthew Hogan
Peter E. Hornstra
Michael Horowitz
Kathleen Horsfall
Jane A. Horton
Fariba Houman
Beth Houston
Ronald Hubbard
Justine Hudock
Melissa Humphrey
James Hurley
Susie Husted
Lois Jacobs, in honor of the  
	 Box Office
Claire Jacobus
Susan Jepsen
Karl & Christine Johnson
Victoria Johnson
Amy Johnson
Kate Jones
Annette Joseph
Petra Joseph
Leslie Kaelbling
Dr. Martine Kalke
Christopher Kaneb
Ron & Ariel Kappler
Ed Karvoski Jr
Peter & Linda Katz
Robin & Scott Katzman
Amy Kent

Sophia Keohane
Thomas Kiely
Theresa Kiernan
William Kotowski
Alex Komzin & Irina Kechina
Zita Krukoniene
Mitzi Kuroda
Yuji Kuzuhara
Ms. Maureen Lane
Thomas Lane
Barbara Laronde
Susan LaRosee
Urban Larson
Michael Lauber
Anne Lauriat
John Layton
Linda Leary
Sarah Lee
Lori Leiderman
Taavi Lepmets
Mary Leppert
Heather Leslie
Debbe & Christopher Lewis
Mark Libby
Lori Likis
Mary Sue Lindley
David L. Lindsay
Margaret Link
Tammy Gooler Loeb &  
	 Bob Loeb, in honor of  
	 Nina Berk
Mike Loncar
Janina Longtine
Ashley Lucey
Bryan Lussie
Chase Lyon
Lyric Stage Box Office
Jacqueline MacCallum
Scott Machanic
Dorris Woolery & Tom 
Mackowski
Andrea Maistros
Yoshi Makishima
Richard & Candace Mandel
Ellen Manning
Marcia Markey
GG Martel
Reta Martin
Ilene Mason
Eddie Mayo
Bethany Mayo
Catherine Mazza

Brion McAlarney
Suzanne McAllister
Susan McAllister
Maureren McCarthy
Mark McCarthy
Kathleen McCormack
Marijane McCusker
Susan E. McGee
Eleanor & Daniel McGonagle
Nicholas McKee
Roman McNichols
Robert McOwen
Hamilton McRae
Linda Medwid
Janice Merk
Carol Mezzari
Laura Mignery
Elissa Milto
John Miner
Maureen Mintz & Eldad Ganin
Mauro Morabito
Gwen Morgan
Lyn Morrissey
Gregory Mullett
Mary Muse
Bob & Patricia Mytkowicz
David Nagle
Rose Nakeeb
Kellie Nash
Alexander Nedzel & Susan 
Kruger-Nedzel, in honor of  
	 the Lyric Stage Staff
Curtis Nelson
Caterina Nelson
Warren Nelson
Caren Nemtzow
Mark Ness
Sarah Newhouse &  
	 Steve Mikulka
Robert Newman
Sean O’Brien
Patricia O’Connor
Ciara O’Driscoll
Anthony O’Leary
William R. O’Reilly
Janet Obrien
Karen Onorato
Mary Osborne
Jane Papa
Vincent Parrella
Cecilia Parteleno

Barbara Ann &  
	 Barrie Paster, M.D.
Catherine Pawliczek
Kerry Pearson
James Pelrine
Karen Perlow & Dale Place
Michael Pevzner
Anne & Bruce Philbrick
Jessica Plumridge
Sandi Potter
Erin Price
Marian Prokop
Katherine Purello
Rosamond Rabinowitz
Susan Ray
Alexandra Raynolds-Skinner
Michael Read
Suzanne L. Read
Robert Reece
Robert Reed
Jessica Reeg
David Reiner & Cynthia Eid
Mary Reinhalter
David Reishus
Susan Richards
Dennison Richter
Eric Rickard
Linwood Rideout
Arthur and Elaine Robins
Steven Robinson
Steve Roche
Scott Rogers
Amy Rose
Larry Rosenberg
Chris Ross
Ian Rossin
Theresa Roussell
Melissa Rubin
Robert Ruddock
Roberta Rumsis
Jennis Sadler
Gregory Sakal
Aysha Salam & Lyn Keithline
Frances Sammons
Kate Sandy
Jennifer Sax, in honor of  
	 Nina Berk
Kate Schaeffer
Thomas Schieber
Elizabeth Schultz
Jeffrey and Sunita Schurgin
Jeffrey Schwartz
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Stephen Scicchitani
Sharon A. Scofield
Linda Seale
Lloyd Selbst
Ramona Sequeira
Jo-Anne Shea
Ellen Sheets
Leo Sheftelevich
Zoe Sherman
Cynthia Sickler
Gary Silacci
Linda & Peter Silverstein
Joseph Silvi
Jack Simone
William Sipple
Satchit Sivakumar
Carole & Jack Skowronski
Michal Slepko
Jonathan Smith
Vicki Smith

Tom and Barbara Smyser
Stephanie Snow
Kathryn Soderholm
Jennifer Sorenti
Cynthia Sortwell
Andrew Spofford
Robin Stein
Deborah Stein Sharpe
Bradford Steinka
Sean Stevens
Alan & Kristi Strahler
Eugene &  
	 Madeline Straussberg
Joan & Richard Struzziero
AE Stuehler
Cheryl Suchors
Liam Sullivan
Kevin Sullivan
Pamela Swing
Manabu Takasawa

Emily Talley
Elizabeth Tango
Regina Tate
Amy Thompson
Susan Tiffany
Michael Torocsik
Pamela Toulopoulos
Lauren Towler
Carina Traub
Grace Trivers
Maura B. Troiano
Amy Tsurumi
Sherri Tunstall
Mary Twombley
Deborah Uhlin
Corinne Valentine
Navid Valizadeh
Anthony Visconti
Sofia & Grisha Voulikhman
Ella Wagner

Phillip Waier
Laura Walters
Hazel & Jordan Warnick
Leslie Warshaw
Adam Wasserman
Samuel Weems
Ellen Welling
Steve Welter
Chesley Wendth
Simon Wieczner
Mary & Gary Wolf
Barbara Wood
Jeanine Wood
David Woodruff
Christopher Wright
Rosalind & Charles Wyman
Julianne Yazbek
Deborah Young



ABOUT YOUR THEATRICAL HOME:

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces 
the its work at 140 Clarendon Street, the historic 
YWCA Building, which resides on the land of the 
Massachusett and Pawtucket Peoples.

The Massachusett Peoples are the descendants 
of the original people that the English first 
encountered in what is now the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. The Pennacook tribe, 
sometimes called Pawtucket and Merrimack 
Indians, lived in northeastern Massachusetts and 
southern New Hampshire. The Nipmuc Peoples 
occupied the interior portion of what is now 
Massachusetts and parts of Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
has inhabited present day Massachusetts and 
Eastern Rhode Island for more than 12,000 years.

140 Clarendon Street is also the home of YW 
Boston, formerly known as the YWCA Boston, 
an organization that was at the forefront of 

many social movements throughout the history of the city of Boston. YWCA Boston was 
first established in 1866, and began operating out of 140 Clarendon Street in 1927. YWCA 
helped propel many programs and initiatives for young women across the country, such 
as sex education, women’s suffrage advocacy, bilingual instruction for immigrant women, 
the International Conference of Women Physicians, and the Interracial Seminar. Today, 
YW Boston’s work focuses on addressing racial and gender inequities through a variety of 
diversity, equity, and inclusion services, youth programming, advocacy, and more.

In 1991, the Lyric Stage moved to 140 Clarendon Street from its former home on Charles 
Street. The current theater and adjacent offices were constructed on the second floor of 
the building, and a fourth floor rehearsal hall was added in 2016.

In 2021, YW Boston and its investment partners sold the building to Beacon Communities, 
who rehabilitated approximately 50,000 square feet of existing hotel and residential 
spaces into affordable housing units, health and wellness amenities, and offices for 
building management staff operated in partnership with the Pine Street Inn. The building 
contains 210 apartments (an increase of 92 housing units), all of which are income-
restricted to households with incomes at or below 60% of the Area Median Income.

As a part of the sale, Beacon Communities and Lyric Stage negotiated a new 19-year lease, 
ensuring that 140 Clarendon Street will be the Lyric Stage’s forever home. 

140 CLARENDON STREET

For more on your visit and how to contact us, box office hours, ticketing &  
performance policies, and other FAQs go to lyricstage.com & click on YOUR VISIT.

BENJAM
IN ROSE



LYRIC STAGE COMPANY OF BOSTON STAFF

Courtney O’Connor, Producing Artistic Director 
Alex Chisholm, Managing Director

Elizabeth Carsley, Audience Experience Manager
David D’Agostino, Production Manager
Heather Darrow, Director of Marketing
Adele Nadine Traub, General Manager
Alexandra Smith, Community & Artistic Programs Manager
Kandyce Whittingham, Marketing & Digital Content Associate

Box Office & Front of House:
Madeline Finkelman, Lead Box Office Supervisor 
Sivan Amir, Lead Front of House Manager 

Regina Ashley, Leila DeMoss, Caleb Palmer,  
Emily Pascucci, El Segall, Box Office & House Managers 

Mirabel Christante, Charlotte French, Chloe Hein,  
	 Shelby Lewis, Layla McKenzie, Roxanne Miller,  
	 Jillian Sullivan, Brooklyn Williams, Box Office & Front  
	 of House Assistants 

Jillian Sullivan, Community Engagement/ 
	 Marketing Assistant

Stage Managers 2025/26 Season: 
Charlie Berry* 
Lisette van den Boogaard* 
Lucas Bryce Dixon* 
Polly Feliciano* 
Emma J. Hunt 
Thomas M. Kauffman* 
Nerys Powell* 
Al Shea DiBiase
*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

Set Construction:
The scenery for this production was constructed by  
Wooden Kiwi Productions, LLC.

Additonal Staff:
Melissa Wagner-O’Malley, Graphic Design
Belinda Thresher, Abella Publishing Services, LLC
Leslie Holmquist, Bookkeeping

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces and 
presents live theatre in Greater Boston with an intimate 
approach that promotes inclusivity and connection. 
The Lyric Stage leads an effort to integrate live theater 
and theater education into the lives of all residents of 
Greater Boston.

Founded in 1974 by Ron Ritchell and Polly Hogan,  
the Lyric Stage is Boston’s oldest resident theatre 
company. After establishing a loyal following on Charles 
Street, Ron and Polly led a successful 1991 campaign 
to create the Lyric Stage’s current home on Clarendon 
Street. Polly was the chief negotiator for the NEAT (New 
England Area Theatres) contract, which made it easier 
for local producers to hire members of Actors Equity 
Association, the union for actors and stage managers.

In 1998, Spiro Veloudos was appointed Producing 
Artistic Director. During his tenure, he continued 
Ron and Polly’s commitment to local artists; with 
few exceptions, the theatrical artists that work at the 
Lyric Stage live in the Greater Boston area. Spiro also 
established a reputation for staging large musicals 
in the Lyric Stage’s modest playing space, including 
a signature Sondheim Initiative, which covered ten 
musicals over twenty years. 

In 2024, Clarendon Hall was renamed Veloudos Hall 
in honor of former Artistic Director, Spiro Veloudos. 
Veloudos Hall is available at a subsidized rate to 
members of the Boston Dance Alliance and other arts 
organizations and individuals.  

Theatre-based education has been a core of the Lyric 
Stage’s mission since its founding. Through workshops, 
performances, and classroom visits, Lyric Backstage 
introduces high school and middle school students to 
career opportunities in the creative economy. The G. 
Lee Humphrey First Page Playwriting Festival allows 
students to discover their voice through the writing  
and presentation of a 10-minute play. 

In 2019, the Board appointed Matt Chapuran as 
Executive Director and Courtney O’Connor was named 
Artistic Director. In fall 2023, Courtney was appointed 
Producing Artistic Director; she is now joined by Alex 
Chisholm as Managing Director, and together they 
continue the work of centering Lyric Stage in Boston’s 
theatrical community, introducing live theatre to new 
audiences, and promoting new theatrical voices in 
Boston and nationwide.
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Sophie  
Crafts 

“�When I moved to Boston, I started 
out seeing big productions with giant 
crowds, no leg room, and seats so far 
back I could barely see the stage.

Then I heard an ad for Sister Act at 
Lyric Stage. My first visit was a breath 
of fresh air. The small size of the 
theater, every seat with a good view, 
manageable crowds, and staff who  
are genuinely friendly. 

I’ve seen a dozen or so shows, 
and it’s always such a pleasure to 
attend. The intimate setting is calm 
and comfortable. The welcome 
speeches, the acknowledgment of 
newcomers and subscribers, the whole 
atmosphere: everything feels warm 
and intentional. 

And the productions are just 
spectacular. 

I’m enormously grateful that you’ve 
made space for low-income theater 
nuts like me and I hope that one day, 
I can give back as a subscriber. For 
now I’m just glad to be there: to think, 
laugh, cry, eat Lindt truffles, nerd out 
about tech and effects, and leave 
humming.

Thank you for everything you do. 
I can’t wait to see what the future 
brings.”

– Sophie Crafts, Lyric Stage enthusiast 
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From top: Sophie Crafts, Sophie at Lyric Stage in 2023,  
the cast of Sister Act (2023)
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COCKTAIL 
RECEPTION

275
THEATER
SEATING

260
TABLE

SEATING

120

RENT WBUR’S STATE-OF-THE-ART VENUE IN THE HEART OF BOSTON.
From business meetings to fundraising galas to personal celebrations, 
CitySpace at The Lavine Broadcast Center has you covered. Customize 
the perfect gathering with our best-in-class event experts, as well as 
sound, lighting and AV packages. All of this with plentiful parking and 
steps from the Green Line!


